PUBLIC FINANCE THESIS





General:


breakup paper into sections with headings so easier to follow


staple pages together


number all pages


PROOFREAD paper; after its proofread, PROOFREAD again





Title page:


one copy with title and name


one copy with title but no name





Introduction:


clear statement of thesis


why question is important


how it relates to public finance


put into context of classroom/textbook issues





Methodology:


how will thesis be tested


what information is necessary?


what information is not available?





Data:


detail sources so someone else could replicate


general description of data


tables and graphs should be clearly marked and titled





Analysis:


do data support the thesis?


shortcomings to analysis





Conclusions:


summarize purpose of paper and findings


develop any remaining implications





REPORT REVIEW


briefly summarize main point and findings (to show you understood paper)


explain shortcomings


-- is writing style clear and absence of typos 


--is methodology clear and correct 


--is analysis correct


explain positives


--what should remain in revised version


--other strengths of paper





REVISION COVER


what were shortcomings of original paper (from student report)


how were these issues addressed or not


defend original paper where you think report was wrong


