Spring 2006
First Year Seminar



Homework 4

Alien Autopsy Video
Reading Assignment:  By Tuesday, Feb. 14

Shermer, Chapter 6, “Abducted!”

"Autopsy or Fraud-topsy?" from Time magazine (handout)


One of four packets (described below)

Explanation:

This assignment involves watching a videotape describing a purported alien autopsy, possibly connected with the 1947 Roswell incident.  Your goal is to critically examine the evidence for or against the genuineness of this autopsy video, and also to critically examine whether the presentation was unbiased.  You will choose your assignment based on your group, but this is not a group activity.
1. ________ Team:  "Surgeons" packet.  Surgeons and pathologists give their opinion on whether the autopsy footage is genuine or fake

2. ________ Team:  "Source of the Film" packet.  Investigative work into the question of where the film actually comes from.

3. ________ Team: "Special Effects" packet.  Special effects experts consider the possibility that a special effects dummy was used for the autopsy.

4. ________ Team: "Cameramen" and "Film" packet.  World War II cameramen give their opinion on the likelihood that the work is genuine.  Also, Kodak clarifies what tests have been performed to verify the genuineness of the film.

Writing Assignment:

Rough draft, Tuesday Feb. 14





Final draft, Thursday, Feb. 16

You must write a short essay (300 words minimum) summarizing what you learned from your reading packet.  The relevant questions you are addressing should include, “Is it likely (based on what I’ve learned) that the video is genuine?”  and “Did the video present a fair and unbiased view on this issue?”

Since this assignment is short, this writing assignment is only worth 50 points (half the usual amount)

Class Participation Assignment:
Thursday, February 16
Watch and take notes on the videotape "Alien Autopsy, Fact or Fiction?"  If, for some reason, you missed class on February 9 (when the tape is shown), it is available in the library for checkout.  You only need watch through the autopsy itself.  This portion will count towards your "Class Participation" grade, not your homework grade, but points will count double on this day.  
You will then have two reading assignments.  The first is to read a short article from Time Magazine on the autopsy titled "Autopsy or Fraud-topsy?."   The second one will be done on the basis of groups, or teams, but it is not a group activity. 
Comments on grading:

This homework will contribute to your "Class Participation" grade, not your "Homework" grade.  If you miss class on March 28, you will have to submit a written report instead.

