Spring 2006
First Year Seminar
Due Thursday January 12

Exercise 1



Your “Student ID” number: ______
Reading Assignment:  Due Tuesday January 17
Flim Flam, Chapter 1

Why People Believe Weird Things,  Chapter 1

This is a simple, 10-20 minute exercise. It is designed to provide material for discussion on Thursday.  You will play a simple game and try to accumulate points.  The quickest way to find the game is to the home page for this course and click on the link for this exercise then click on the link:

http://www.wfu.edu/~yipcw/phy/pball.html
You will be asked to enter your student ID.  Instead of entering your ID, enter the two or three digit ID I told you to enter (10-160). The rules of the game are:

· You may move the ball by pressing the "down" and "right" arrow buttons.

· You must move the ball to the lower right-hand corner

· Sometimes, you will get a point at this point, and sometimes you won't.  This is the point of the game: trying to figure out what rules, if any, govern when you get a point.

· After 20  “rounds” of this game, the game will end, and your score will be automatically reported to me.  Don't worry if you didn't get a good score, you are not graded on that.

At the end of the game, write down your observations about the game; for example, if you think you know what governs getting a point, let me know.  You should have roughly one paragraph prepared to contribute to the discussion in class Tuesday.

