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Wake Forest University
Department of Communication
COM First Year Seminar: 

Media Literacy and Service Learning
Spring 2009
Instructor:

Dr. Mary M. Dalton
Office:


317 Carswell Hall




758-6120




dalton@wfu.edu
Class:


Class meets from 9:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Tuesdays and 





Thursdays in Carswell 305.

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 11 a.m. to noon, Wednesdays 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., and by appointment.
Texts:


Media Literacy, W. James Potter
Overview:


Each year students arrive at Wake Forest with greater exposure 




to media.  This seminar provides a forum for contextualizing 




media texts in critical and aesthetic theories of mass 





communication and popular culture.  The seminar format makes 




it possible for us to substantively address the intricate 





connections between media and public culture while also 




engaging in service learning.  This is a hybrid course that is 




both an introduction to media studies through the rubric of 




media literacy and a service learning course.   As such, the 




seminar engages students in theory and practice.






Students will have three major writing assignments:  two 




essays on assigned themes related to assigned readings and 




visual texts (5 pages each) and one research paper (10-12 




pages).  Also, students will research existing media literacy 




programs and will make group presentations on existing 




media literacy programs and the entire class will engage in 




a critique of those programs.





The volunteer service component of the course—one afternoon a 



week for each student—serves a twofold purpose.  This service 




activity will give Wake Forest students the opportunity to meet 




students and staff at the after school program and learn (over 




time through conversation) about the media these children 




consume and how they regard it.  This volunteer service 





experience will make the primary service learning activity of the 




course—developing and presenting a media literacy workshop 




for the elementary and middle school students—more 





meaningful for the Wake Forest students and for the students in 




the after school program.  Their readings will help students 




understand the difference between volunteer service and service 




learning, and we will also allow ample time for reflection and 




assessment on the process after the workshop has been presented 



at Green Street.

Grading:
Please review your Bulletin if you have questions about the value of grades at Wake Forest.  The grade of A is designated for exceptionally high achievement.  The grades of A-, B+, and B are for superior work.  B-, C+, and C are grades denoting satisfactory work.  C-, D+, and D are passing but unsatisfactory.  An F denotes a failure to pass the class. 


Adherence to the Honor Code is required. You may not turn in a paper that was originally written by you for another class and receive credit in this class.  Furthermore, if you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me.


If you have a disability that may require an accommodation for taking this course, please contact the Learning Assistance Center (758-5929) within the first two weeks of the semester.

About Dates:
Assignments are due the date they are listed unless otherwise noted.  Chapters from your texts should be read before the class date they are listed.  

Pandemic Plan:

In the event of a pandemic that would necessitate sending 




students home and/or the closing of Reynolda campus, 




students enrolled in this First Year Seminar could 





continue with their course reading individually and begin 




working on the written assignments, but the volunteer 




sessions and group work, which are central to fulfilling the 




service learning component of the course could not be 




reconfigured so that students could continue that work on 




their own.  When they return to campus, an accelerated 




program of service and group work could resume preceding 



a final assessment for the course.

Schedule:
WEEK #1
January 15


Orientation.  

WEEK #2
January 20


Chapter 1


January 22


Chapter 2
 
WEEK #3
January 27 


Chapter 3


January 29


Chapters 4-5
WEEK #4
February 3


Chapters 6-7


February 5


Chapters 8-9




WEEK #5
February 10


Chapter 10, Short paper #1 due.

February 12


Chapters 11-12, Group #1 present existing media literacy 





program on news
WEEK #6
February 17


Chapter 13, Group #2 present existing media literacy program on 




entertainment

February 19


Chapter 14, Group #3 present existing media literacy program on 




advertising


WEEK #7
February 24


Chapter 15, Group #4 present existing media literacy program on 




interactive games


February 26


Chapter 16.  Short paper #2 due.
WEEK #8
March 3


Library session with Roz Tedford.  We will meet in Library 204.  



Bring your computers!




March 5


Chapter 17

WEEK #9
March 17


Chapter 18

March 19


Chapter 19.  
WEEK #10
March 24


Chapter 20

March 26


Chapter 21.  Present ideas for final paper.
WEEK #11

March 31


Chapter 22

April 2
Reflections on volunteer experience


WEEK #12
April 7
Workshop presentations in class.
April 9



Workshop presentations in class.
WEEK #13
April 14


No class meeting – workshop presentations at the Kids Cafe

April 16


No class meeting – workshop presentations at Kids Café





*I will be available in my office during class period to answer 



questions about your final papers and to read drafts.

WEEK #14
April 21


Final paper presentations in class.


April 23


Final paper presentations in class.
WEEK #15

April 28


Final reflections on media literacy and service learning.  




Final paper due.
 
