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Percent of Adults 

Who Are High School Dropouts

49%

25%

9%

Illegal

Immigrants

Legal

Immigrants

Native-Born

Persons

Source: Pew Hispanic Center
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Government Expenditures for Immediate Benefits and 
Services for Households Headed by Immigrants Without A 

High School Diploma

$10,428

$4,891

$8,462

$2,746

$809

$1,195

$1,529

Average Expenditure

Per Household

Means-Tested Aid

Direct Benefits: Social 
Security, Medicare, Other 

Cash Transfers

Public Education: Primary, 

Secondary, Post-Secondary

Police, Public Safety

Other Population Based

Administrative Support

Transportation

$30,160

Total

Source: Appendix Table 4

Total
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Benefits Received and Taxes Paid by Low-Skill Immigrant Households 

by Age of Head of Household

$8,365

$10,830

$12,861
$14,525

$10,702

$4,581

$14,295

$25,485

$34,371

$30,785

$26,942

$37,537

Head of Household

Under 25

Head of Household

25 to 34

Head of Household

35 to 44

Head of Household

45 to 54

Head of Household

55 to 64

Head of Household

65 or Older

Taxes Paid

Immediate Benefits and
Services Received

Note:  Immediate Benefits include Direct and Means-Tested Benefits, Public Education, and Population-Based Services

Source:  Appendix Table 6

Chart 6
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Net Annual Fiscal Deficit* Per Low-Skill Immigrant 
Household by Age of Head of Household

$5,930

$14,654

$21,510

$16,259 $16,240

$32,686

Household Head

Under 25

Household Head

Age 25 to 34

Household Head

Age 35 to 44

Household Head

45 to 54

Household Head

Age 55 to 64

Household Head

65 and Older

*Net Fiscal Deficit Equals Immediate Benefits and Services Received Minus Taxes Paid

 Note:  Immediate Benefits include Direct Benefits, Means-Tested Benefits, Public Education and Population-Based Services

 Source:  Appendix Table 6
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Net Fiscal Cost of All Low-Skill 

Immigrants to the Taxpayer

$89.1

$890
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Single Year Net Cost for 4.5 Million

Low-Skill Immigrant Households

Ten Year Cost for 4.5 Million Low-Skill

Immigrant Households
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Note:  Net Fiscal Cost equals the cost of Direct Benefits, Means-Tested  Benefits, Public Education, and Population-Based 

Services received minus Taxes Paid

Billion

Billion
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$17,000 Annual Net Cost to Government per 

Elderly Low -Skill Immigrant 

 
18 Years Average Life Expectancy After 

Retirement at Age 67  

 
$306,000  Net Governmental Costs of Low -Skill 

Immigrants During Retirement ($17,000 

times 18 Years)  
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10 Million Adult Illegal Immigrants Given Amnesty  

 
8.5 Million  Adult Amnesty Recipients Reaching  

Age 67 
 

$306,000  Net Governmental Costs per Elderly 

Low-Skill Immigrant  During 18 Years of 

Retirement  

_________ 

$2.6 Trillion Total Net Governmental Costs of All 

Amnesty Recipient s During 
Retirement  
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