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HMN 2248: Cross-cultural Encounters, Morocco

Summer 2007, WFU Study Abroad Program, Fez, Morocco

Professor:  Dr. Sarah Barbour, Department of Romance Languages, WFU

barbour@wfu.edu 

Course description. “Cultural Encounters: Morocco” engages students in both a general overview of 

Morocco past and present and a more in-depth study of a selection of literary works and films. Through

active reflection and discussion of readings, films, and excursions, we will investigate the intersection of 

History and personal history, as well as the role of ethnicity, class, and gender in the construction of 

cultural identity in the colonial and the post-colonial context of Morocco. Coursework is designed to 

encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning, to develop the initiative to learn from 

their surroundings, and to develop a new perspective on their own culture and their identity within that 

culture. Readings include articles and selections in a course pack and the following books: Marvine Howe, 
Morocco: The Islamist Awakening and Other Challenges; Leila Abouzeid, Year of the Elephant: A 
Moroccan Woman’s Journey Toward Independence, Trans. B. Paramenter; Fatima Mernissi, Dreams of 
Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood; Tahar Ben Jelloun, The Sand Child.

Coursework/“Class”/Reading journal 40%.  Given the intensive nature of the schedule of language courses students that take with this program, the Humanities course will consist of a variety of activities, few of which will be in-class instruction.  Readings are arranged to coincide with these activities, and there will be occasional group meetings for sum-up and assessment. You are expected to keep up with the reading assignments so that you do not fall behind, and the reading journal is designed to help.  Reading journal entries fall into two categories:  1)  as a way for you to keep up with and reflect on the readings as they help frame your encounter with life and culture expressions in Morocco. To ensure that you do not fall behind on your reading, you will compose an entry (200-250 words) for each reading assignment, sometimes in response to a specific question, sometimes not. For every entry, please begin with the name of the author assigned and the date of the entry (try to make the entry within 1-2 days of the assignment). Put these entries in one part of your notebook so that I can check them from time to time.  2) The second use of your journal is as a chronicle of your thinking throughout the seven weeks of the course. I don’t expect you to share all these entries with me unless you want to, as these can be more personal reflections. At the end of the summer session, however, one of the questions on the final exam will ask you to draw directly from these personal reflections. At that time, you will be able to incorporate parts of the personal reflections as you it applies to the question.
Take-home essays (2) 30%

Final exam 30%

*****

Fatema Mernissi, “The Tale of the Lady with the Feather Dress,” Sherherazade Goes West: Different Cultures, Different Harems, NY: Washington Square Press, 2001

If by chance you were to meet me at the Casablanca airport or on a boat sailing from Tangiers, you would think me self-confident, but I am not. Even now, at my age, I am frightened when crossing borders because I am afraid of failing to understand strangers.  “To travel is the best way to learn and empower yourself,’ said Yasmina, my grandmother, who was illiterate and lived in a harem, a traditional household with locked gates that women were not supposed to open.  “You must focus on the strangers you meet and try to understand them.  The more you understand a stranger and the greater is your knowledge of yourself, the more power you will have.”  For Yasmina, the harem was a prison, a place women were forbidden to leave.  So she glorified travel and regarded the opportunity to cross boundaries as a sacred privilege, the best way to shed powerlessness.  And, indeed, rumors ran wild in Fez, the medieval city of my childhood, about trained Sufi masters who got extraordinary “flashes” (lawami’) and expanded their knowledge exponentially, simply because they were so focused on learning from the foreigners who passed through their lives.  

A few years ago, I had to visit ten Western cities for the promotion of my book, Dreams of Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood, which appeared in 1994 and was translated into twenty-two languages. During that tour, I was interviewed by more than a hundred Western journalists and I soon noticed that most of the men grinned when pronouncing the word “harem.” I felt shocked by their grins. How could anyone smile when invoking a word synonymous with prison, I wondered. For my grandmother Yasmina, the harem was a cruel institution that sharply curtailed her rights, starting with the “right to travel and discover Allah’s beautiful and complicated planet,” as she put it. But according to Yasmina’s philosophy, which I later discovered she had adopted from the Sufis, the mystics of Islam, I needed to transform my feelings of shock toward the Western journalists into an openness to learn from them. At first, I had great difficulty doing so and started wondering if perhaps, due to my age, I was losing my capacity to adapt to new situations. I felt terrified of becoming stiff and unable to digest the unexpected. No one noticed my anxiety during my book promotion tour, however, because I was wearing my huge Berber silver bracelet and my read Chanel lipstick.

To learn from travel, one must train oneself to capture messages.  “You must cultivate isti’dad, the state of readiness,” Yasmina used to whisper conspiratorially in my ear, so as to exclude those whom she regarded as unworthy of the Sufi tradition. “The most baggage carried by strangers is their difference. And if you focus on the divergent and the dissimilar, you get ‘flashes [of insight].’” (pp. 1-3).

Course schedule
	Date
	Activity
	Reading assignment

	Wed. 30.05
	First dinner: brief overview of the course
	None

	Thu. 31.05
	1:00 ALIF, couscous lunch

4:00 ALIF: orientation to study in Fez
	Wharton: selections from “In Morocco”;

Howe: Preface & Pt. 1, Ch.l & 2

Journal entry question: Describe the differences you see between the two approaches of these two authors; describe your first impressions of Morocco; look back over that description and describe your own approach to reflecting on what is new or unfamilier to you. 


	Fri. 1.06
	ALIF language courses 
6:15 Lecture:  “Mind your Manners,” Mohamed Zaim
	Tayob, “The Minaret: The Call to Islam”; Howe, Pt. III, Ch. 5

	Sat. 2.06
	8:30 PM, Festival of Sacred Music
	Porter, “Unwitting Actors: The Preservation of Fez’s Cultural Heritage.” 

	Sun. 3.06
	9:00-12:00 ALIF, Medina tour


	Edwards, “American Orientalism” pp. 29-45


	Mon. 4.06
	ALIF language courses
	Mernissi, Dreams of Trespass, Ch. 1-7

	Tue. 5.06
	ALIF language courses
	Mernissi, Ch.8-13

	Wed. 6.06
	ALIF language courses
6:15, Lecture: “Berbers of Moroccan Society” Mostapha Ouajjani
	Mernissi, Ch. 14-18; Howe. Pt. 3: Ch. 7

	Thu. 7.06
	ALIF language courses 
6:30 “Arab Music Session” (optional)
	Mernissi, Ch. 19-22

	Fri. 8.06
	ALIF langauge courses
	Howe, Pt. 1: Ch. 3

	Sat. 9.06
	ALIF language courses
	Turn in take-home essay #1 (2 parts; 3-4 pages, every other line) by 6:30 PM. Question 1: What is Porter’s argument (look at his 3 observations, pp. 125-127). What is a “national narrative”; what national narraitve is served, according to Porter, by the restoration of the Fez Medina?  Question 2: Summarize briefly Edwards’ analysis of the responses of Patton and of Wharton to Morocco (p. 30); then describe your own approach to understanding what you have been seeing up to this point in relation to their approach. What are your points of reference?

	Sun. 10.06
	ALIF excursion: Volubilis, Moulay Driss, Mesnes (all day)
	


	Mon. 11.06
	ALIF language courses
12:15-1:30, class meeting, lunch
	

	Tue. 12.06
	ALIF language course
6:15 Film: Ali Zaoua: Prince of the Streets (ALIF residence, TV salon)
	Howe, Pt. 3: Ch. 8; interview with Ayouch (before viewing the film); answer the journal question in your journal.

	Wed. 13. 06
	ALIF language courses 

6:15, lecture:  “Women & Education”
Fatima Amrani
	Howe, Ch. 6; Amy Freeman, “Re-locating Moroccan Women’s Identities...” 

	Thu. 14.06
	ALIF language courses
	Albert Camus, “The Adulterous Woman”; “Paul Bowles, “Baptism of Solitude”

Howe, Ch. 11

	Fri. 15.06
	ALIF language courses: morning
Departure 12:30, ALIF Sahara excursion 
	

	Sat. 16.06
	ALIF Sahara excursion
	

	Sun. 17.06
	Return to Fez
	


	Mon. 18.06
	ALIF language courses
	

	Tue. 19.06
	ALIF language courses
6:15, Lecture:   “Linguistic Situation in Morocco,” Taoufik EIAyachi
	Fatima Sadiqi, “Women and Linguistic Space in Morocco”

	Wed. 20.06
	ALIF language courses

	Leila Abouzeid, Year of the Elephant, Introduction, Ch. 1-2 

	Thu. 21.06
	ALIF language courses
	Year of the Elephant, Ch. 3-5 

	Fri. 22.6
	ALIF language courses
	

	Sat. 23.06
	Free weekend
	

	Sun. 24.06
	Free weekend
	


	Mon. 25.06
	ALIF language courses
	

	Tue. 26.06
	ALIF language courses
6:15-8:15PM  Film viewing: Door to the Sky, Farida Ben Lyzaid, 1989, 104 mns.
	Hall, “Leila Abouzaid’s Year...”

	Wed. 27.06
	ALIF language courses
	Moukhlis, “ ‘A History...”

	Thu. 28.06
	ALIF language courses
	

	Fri. 29.06
	ALIF language courses
	10:00 AM Turn in take-home essay #2

	Sat. 30.06
	Excursion toUm Rbea & Kenifra
	

	Sun. 1.06
	Return to Fez
	


	Mon. 2.07
	ALIF language courses

	Mernissi, Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim Society (selections)

	Tue. 3.07
	ALIF language courses
	Tahar Ben Jelloun, Sand Child, Ch. 1-5; “Interview”

	Wed. 4.07
	ALIF language courses
12:15-1:30, class meeting, lunch
	Sand Child, Ch. 6-12

	Thu. 5.07
	ALIF language courses
	Sand Child, Ch. 13-16

	Fri. 6.07
	ALIF language courses
	Sand Child, Ch. 17-19

	Sat. 7.07
	Free
	

	Sun. 8.07
	Visit of Mellah; lunch in Medina; shopping
	


	Mon. 9.07
	ALIF language courses
	

	Tue. 10.07
	ALIF language courses
	Turn in final take-home exam & reading journal entries by noon

	Wed. 11.07
	ALIF final exams
	

	Thu. 12.07
	Fez to Rabat (lunch; visit; dinner; hotel)
	

	Fri. 13.07
	Rabat to Marrakesh (dinner; hotel)
	

	Sat. 14.07
	Marrakesh (city visit, AM or PM) (dinner; hotel)
	

	Sun 15.07
	Marrakesh to Essaouira (afternoon: beach; dinner; hotel)
	


	Mon. 16.07
	Essaouira to Casablanca (leaving early so that we can get to the Hassan II Mosque for a visit)
	

	Tue. 17.07
	Return to US
	


BOOK LIST

· Coursebooks: for WFU students, available at the book store by 1 May; for non-WFU students, please order these editions.

Marvine Howe, Morocco: The Islamist Awakening and Other Challenges. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2005. ISBN 978-0-19-516963-8

Leila Abouzeid, Year of the Elephant: A Moroccan Woman’s Journey Toward Independence, Trans. Barbara Paramenter, Intro. Elizabeth Fernea.  Austin, TX: Center for Middle Eastern Studies: 1989.  [1950- ] ISBN 0-292-79603-X

Fatema Mernissi, Dreams of Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood.  NY: Basic Books: 1994. ISBN 0-201-48937-6

Tahar Ben Jelloun, The Sand Child, Trans. Alan Sheridan. Baltimore: Johns Hopkis UP, 2000. ISBN 0-8018-6440-2

Coursepack (articles; extracts; book chapters)

1. Wharton, Edith.  “In Morocco: Fez.” From e- book 
2. Edwards, Brian.  Road to Morocco, “American Orientalism: Taking Casablanca”: 29-77
3. Tayob, Abdukader.  “The Minaret: The Call to Islam,” Islam, A Short Introduction: Signs, symbols and values.  Oxford, UK: Oneworld publications, 2000: preface + pp. 1-30. 
4. Porter, Geoff. “Unwitting Actors: The Preservation of Fez’s Cultural Heritage,” Radical History Review 86 (2003), 123-48. 
5. Hall, Michael. “Leila Abouzaid’s Year of the Elephant: A Post-colonial reading,” Women, vol. 6. no. 1 (1995): 67-79.  Calls the novel “a personal history of modern Morocco” 

6. Moukhlis, Salah. “ ‘A History of Hopes Postponed’: Women’s Identity and the Postcolonial State in Year of the Elephant: A Moroccan Woman’s Journey toward Independence, Rsch in African Literatures 2003 Fall: 34 (3): 66-83 

7. Camus, Albert.  “The Adulterous Woman,” Exile and the Kingdom.

8. Bowles, Paul.  “Baptism of Solitude,” Their Heads are Green, Their Hands are Blue. NY: Random House, 1957: 142-158.  

9. Mernissi, Fatima.  “Muslim Women and Fundamentalism: Introduction to the Revised Edition,” Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim Society, Revised ed. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1987: i-xxx.
10. Sadiqi, Fatima, “Women and Linguistic Space in Morocco,” Women and Language 26/1 (2003), 35-43. 

11. Freeman, Amy, “Re-locating Moroccan Women’s Identities in a Transnational World,” Gender, Place & Culture 1:11 (2004), 17-41. 

12. Ben Jelloun, Tahar.  “Interview: Toward a World Literature,” Middle East Report (March-April 1990), 30-35.

· Prior to embarking for Morocco, it is recommended that students read the following texts:

Hargraves, Orin.  Culture Shock!:  Morocco.  Graphic Arts Center Publishing Company, 

     2001.

Kerper, Barrie.  Morocco:  The Collected Traveler:  An Inspired Anthology and Travel  
     Resource,   Fodor’s, 2001.

· If these books are not available, then select another guide to Morocco.  Highly recommended are:

Lonely Planet Morocco.  Lonely Planet Publications, 2005.

Morocco.  DK Eyewitness Travel Guides.  London:  Dorling Kindersley Ltd., 2004.
