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Several awards for academic achievement and
community involvement were presented to

graduating and continuing students during the
Divinity School’s Commencement ceremony 
on May 17.

Noel Schoonmaker was this year’s recipient of
The Margaret Woodford Guthrie Prize, a grad-
uation award established by Wiley C. Guthrie
(’52) in memory of his wife. Recipients must have
a superior record of scholarship and a personality
suited to the requirements of Christian ministry,
and have participated in Divinity School activities.

On the recommendation of the faculty, Chris
Towles received The Greek Language Award,
given to the graduate who has demonstrated 
significant ability in the study of Greek.

The John Thomas and Dorothy Porter 
Award in Vocational Formation and Community
Ministry was presented to Eric Childers, 
Cheryl Garrison, and John Templeton, who 
have demonstrated significant commitment to
ministry in the broad context of Christian 
ministry. The Rev. Dr. John Thomas Porter 
was pastor of the Sixth Avenue Baptist Church 

in Birmingham for thirty-eight years. One of
America’s leading civil rights advocates, Porter
was one of the first African Americans elected to
the Alabama legislature in the civil rights era.
Dorothy Porter is an outstanding musician and
soloist, known widely throughout the United
States.

The Ashley and Whitney Walker Award,
named for the daughters of Dale Walker (’65), is
presented to students who “demonstrate academic
excellence, initiative in ministerial pursuits, and
particular concern for woman-centered topics
from a theological perspective.” One-year Walker
Scholarships were awarded to Mary Andreolli and
Eddie Moser, and essay prizes were awarded to
Chrissy Cataldo, Maria Stinnett, and Melissa
Whaley.

Chrissy Cataldo recently worked with B. Diane
Wudel, instructor of biblical studies, and com-
pleted a Bible study titled “Women’s Work: Romans
16:1-16.” Cataldo’s research paper is titled “What
to do with the Widows:The Care of Widows in
Luke/Acts.”  

continued on inside

Divinity School 
Class of 2004

Fifteen students, representing eight
different states, comprised this
year’s graduating class.

Eric Sean Childers
Hickory, NC

Brittany Meredith Davis
Winston-Salem, NC

Charlotte Warren Disher
Winston-Salem, NC

Cheryl Ann Snider Garrison
Greensboro, NC

Michael Lynn Gregg
Nashville, TN

Joshua Ramseur Helms
Charlotte, NC

Christopher Edmond Lawson
King, NC

LaVerne Cathey Lucas
Cheltenham, MD

Richard Howard Rogers
Birmingham, AL

Geoffrey Noel Schoonmaker
Travelers Rest, SC

Corum Seth Smith
Hendersonville, NC

Nicholas David Stepp
Big Stone Gap, VA

John Allison Templeton
Chapel Hill, NC

Christopher James Towles
Lyman, MS

Jeremy Lynn Williams
Kentwood, LA

Divinity School Graduates Third Class



As part of the Commencement exer-
cises, the Rev. Dr. John R. Claypool,
IV, professor of homiletics at Mercer
University’s McAfee School of
Theology and author of several books,
received an honorary doctor of divinity
degree. Ordained to the Baptist min-
istry in 1953, Claypool held pastorates
at seven different churches throughout
the Southeast before receiving ordina-
tion as an Episcopal priest in 1986.  
He is currently priest associate at All
Saint’s Episcopal Church in Atlanta.
Claypool gave the keynote address at
the May 16 baccalaureate service in
Wait Chapel. Additional information
can be found on-line at: www.wfu.edu/
commencement/.
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Maria Stinnett recently worked with Jill
Crainshaw, associate dean for vocational formation
and assistant professor of ministry studies, in a
course focusing on feminist, womanist, and
mujerista theologies and contemporary women’s
fiction. Stinnett’s research project is titled
“Being Different: The Pain and the Power of
Otherness.”  

Melissa Whaley has also worked with B. Diane
Wudel and completed a written Bible study plan
with resources entitled “Paul, Women, and Life
in Community.” Whaley’s research paper is titled
“Voice as Power and Identity as Performative: The
Martyrdom of Saints Perpetua and Felicitas.”

In addition, the following fellowships and
internships have been announced:

Lynn Harper, Sarah Honeycutt, and Katharine
Humphrey Martin are the most recent recipients
of The Samuel and Sarah Wait Graduate
Fellowships in Theology and Ministry, which
honor Wake Forest’s first president and his wife.
Established in 1999, the Divinity School’s inaugural
year, the scholarship covers the entire cost of
tuition and fees for full-time students in the
Master of Divinity program. The fellowship is
renewable for up to three years.

Harper is a 2002 graduate of Southeast Missouri
State University and a member of First Baptist
Church of Cape Girardeau, Missouri. Honeycutt,
a 2001 graduate of Mars Hill College, is a member
of First Baptist Church of Rutherford. Martin, a
native of Winston-Salem, is a 1998 graduate of
Salem College, a Wake Forest alumna (MAEd ’99),
and a member of Home Moravian Church. These
three outstanding candidates were selected by the
School’s faculty based on their academic excellence
and exceptional promise for Christian ministry. 

In addition, these women are part of the
2003-04 entering class of thirty-eight students
who represent a broad spectrum of diversity
within the Christian tradition and through their
own individual backgrounds.

Established to encourage and promote the
study of pastoral care, The Albert Clayton Reid 

and Eleanor Jones Reid Fund carries on the
tradition of direct service to those in need as
practiced by Albert Clayton Reid (’17, MA ’18) and
Eleanor Jones Reid. This year’s recipient is Sayward
Fletcher, who will be working as a chaplain intern
at Hospice of Winston-Salem/Forsyth County.

The Dr. William Kay and Velma Preslar
McGee Internship was established in honor of
Velma Preslar McGee to support the Forsyth
County prison ministry program founded by
William Kay McGee. This year’s recipient, Margaret
Deans, will work with Chaplain Rodney Stilwell
(MA ’97) in the prison’s ministry programs. Her
areas of focus will include spiritual formation and
pottery, Bible study, and pastoral care support to
children of inmates.

The Vocational Formation Program at the
Divinity School provides two third-year internships
to encourage senior students who want to develop
skills as group facilitators. Trey Davis and Dayna
Thompson are the recipients of this year’s Art of
Ministry Internship awards. The Vocational
Formation curriculum includes peer group
learning experiences in both the first- and second-
year required courses (Art of Ministry I and II).
Both recipients will work with the program’s
trained leadership in facilitating one of these
groups. Melissa Clodfelter, assistant director of
vocational formation, is the primary mentor for
these two internships.

The Reverend Victor Lee Andrews, Sr. Fund
was established to support an internship program
for students working in rural and small town church
ministries. Nancy and Ed Andrews established
this fund in memory of Ed’s father. Michael
Gregg will be working as an intern at Marvin
United Methodist Church in Winston-Salem.
Dr. Patricia K. Suggs, an adjunct faculty member
who is associate professor of internal medicine 
at the Wake Forest University School of Medicine
and director of the Appalachian Geriatric Education
Center (Spirituality and Aging), is the pastor of
Marvin United Methodist Church and will serve
as Gregg’s mentor.

Awards presented

 



Faculty News
Faculty Member Receives Tenure

Neal H. Walls, associ-
ate professor of Old
Testament interpretation,
was approved for tenure
by the Board of Trustees
at their April 2004 meet-
ing. He joined the Divinity
School faculty in 2002

after teaching for six
years at Emory University’s Candler
Theological Seminary. He holds the
PhD from Johns Hopkins and is the
author of three books. Walls is cur-
rently working on a new translation
and commentary on the Epic of

Gilgamesh, the oldest epic in human
history, to be published by Harvard
University Press. 

Visiting Professor Joins Faculty

Melissa Rogers, a 1988

graduate of Baylor
University who earned
her JD at the University
of Pennsylvania School
of Law in 1991, comes to
Wake Forest with high
qualifications and experi-
ence. She formerly

served as director of the Pew Forum
on Religion and Public Life, as well as
general counsel for the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affairs. Her
expertise will be used to provide guest
lectures, and she will facilitate student
experiences in Washington, D.C.

Recently, Rogers has been work-
ing on some of the most controversial
aspects of President George W.
Bush’s faith-based initiatives and finds
it invigorating when scholarship informs
current legislative and juridical debate.
Besides her ongoing research, Rogers
is also co-authoring a church-state law
textbook for undergraduates, to be
published by Baylor University Press.
Additional information can be found
on-line at: www.wfu.edu/divinity/
faculty-rogers.html.

From the Dean

The Passion of the Christ(s)

As an historian of American religion, I am
fascinated by the conversations swirling

around the film The Passion of the Christ and its
impact on diverse elements of our culture.
Whatever one thinks of the film itself, the dis-
cussions surrounding it resurrect innumerable
historical and theological themes well worth
exploring.  These are but a few.

1.  Rereading the Biblical  Text

“Our temptation to domesticate all reality is a
temptation that any classic text will resist. The
classics resist our ingrained laziness and self-
satisfaction.”

—David Tracy 

Perhaps this movie will get people to read the
Bible “again, for the first time,” at least the
Gospels. Mel Gibson’s approach is one way of
telling the story, one way of visiting the classic texts,
and one way of “imaging” Jesus. Many Americans,
even religious Americans, know various stories
about Jesus but have spent limited time reading
and reflecting on the actual biblical texts. To do
that is to realize that there are many “Christs” 
in the New Testament and in history, many
interpretations of Jesus, his message and mission.
These biblical texts resist domestication, and
occasionally personal crises or public events
remind us of that reality.  

2.  Revisiting the Visual

“There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn
from Immanuel’s veins; and sinners plunged
beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains.”

—William Cowper

To say that the movie is graphic is an understate-
ment. The torment, blood, and gore visualized
in Gibson’s movie remind many of medieval
images of Jesus’ passion and the spirituality it
evoked in another era. This is nothing terribly
new for Roman Catholics, who have retained
some of the language and art of those earlier
times, or to Protestants of a certain age who (like
myself) grew up on the rhetoric of revival preaching
and hymnody that described Christ’s passion in
all its bloody detail. Theologically, these images
may compel Christians to revisit the classic theories
of Christ’s atonement—ransom, substitutionary,
moral influence, juridical—and their function in
the churches then and now. Certain contemporary

viewers, caught up in the movie’s images of Jesus’
suffering, may find certain “praise choruses” less
appropriate than before.

3.  Rethinking Communion

“Hoc est corpus meum.”
—Jesus of Nazareth   

If nothing else, the film’s attempts to bring visual
literalism to Jesus’ suffering may invigorate a
reexamination of the classic theological responses
to the Lord’s Supper, that most basic ritual of
Christian identity. The Catholic doctrine of
transubstantiation is central to Gibson’s movie.
Contemporary Protestants, on the other hand,
have essentially rationalized Jesus out of the
bread and the wine (even substituting temper-
ance grape juice for the “real thing”). 

If anything, The Passion of the Christ might compel
Christians to reexamine the theology of Christ’s
“real presence” in the Eucharist and Jesus’ own
word-imagery to “eat my flesh and drink my
blood.” These words and their accompanying
theories divided the Protestant reformers at the
famous Marburg Colloquy in 1529, where Martin
Luther is said to have scrawled on the table Hoc est
corpus meum (“this is my body”) before storming
out of the room. They were ultimately “domesti-
cated” by Enlightenment rationalism into a “mere
memorial,” but might be revisited from renewed
liturgical, theological, visual, and (dare we say)
postmodern perspectives.  

4.  Retelling the Jesus  Story

“I ask you: Where did Jesus come from? From God
and a woman. Man had nothing to do with Him.”

—Sojourner Truth

Where did Jesus come from? Who was Jesus?
Who gets to tell the Jesus story? Whatever else we
may think, Gibson’s movie has compelled reli-
gionists and non-religionists alike to review and
retell the Jesus story, asking innumerable questions
about the nature of the Christ and his meaning
then and now. Implicitly and explicitly, it forces
Christians to confront their ancestry in Judaism,
Jesus’ own Jewishness, and the church’s deplorable
participation in anti-Semitism ancient and 
modern. Inside a new millennium, the Jesus
story continues to haunt the church and the
world. Good reason for a divinity school, don’t
you think?

Bill J. Leonard



Each spring for the past two years a remarkable
event has occurred on the Wake Forest campus,

a lecture series that speaks to an ongoing awakening
throughout faith-based and other spiritual com-
munities. From the works of Phyllis Trible and
other feminist theologians, women interested in
biblical exploration and examination have been
able to say, “Yes, I knew it was there!” That “it” 
is the importance of women in biblical texts.

Trible has achieved this revelation by close
textual examination, rhetorical criticism, and
exacting scholarship. For Sylva Billue, a member
of the Trible Lecture Series steering committee,
this is exciting, indeed.“It means that the conde-
scension expressed toward women is the work of
patriarchy,” Billue concludes, “and is not the
expression of the divine.”

Trible has helped achieve this paradigmatic
shift through her writing—in books such as God
and the Rhetoric of Sexuality, Texts of Terror: Literary-Feminist
Readings of Biblical Narratives, and Rhetorical Criticism:
Context, Method, and the Book of Jonah—and through
her work in the classroom. Having her involved
with the Divinity School, where Trible is a
University Professor, has provided the Wake Forest
campus and the Winston-Salem community with a
singular opportunity to hear her message.

“I’ve audited three of her classes,” said Billue,
who served on the College Board of Visitors at
Wake Forest from 1992 to 1996 and gave $20,000

to the Divinity School in December 2002 to help
fund the lecture series.“I felt it was appropriate
to acknowledge her gift to me by making a donation
in her name. It was Dr. Trible’s suggestion that my
gift be used as seed money for an annual lecture
series on Feminist Religious Perspectives,” Billue
adds.

In January 2004, Darla Dee Turlington, a
student of Trible’s at Union Theological Seminary
and senior minister of First Baptist Church in
Westfield, New Jersey, pledged a gift of $10,000 a
year for ten years. Turlington’s gift of $100,000,
combined with Billue’s previous generosity, assures
that this important series will remain a fixture on
the Wake Forest campus for the foreseeable future.

Because of Trible’s extended connection with
feminist theology, it was decided to hold the
annual series in March during Women’s History

Month.The 2003 inaugural lecture series, titled
“Feminist and Womanist Religious Perspective,”
was attended by over 150 people. Featured speakers
included Carol Meyers, the Mary Grace Wilson
Professor of Religion at Duke University; Margaret
Farley, the Gilbert L. Sark Professor of Christian
Ethics at Yale University; and Katie Cannon, the
Annie Scales Rogers Professor of Christian Ethics
at the Union Theological Seminary & Presbyterian
School of Christian Education.

The 2004 series was another remarkable event,
marked by a doubling of the previous year’s
attendance. Four speakers addressed the topic 
of “The Children of Hagar and Sarah: Feminist
Perspectives in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,”
each from her own religious tradition and area 
of scholarly research. Trible explored the biblical
narratives of Hagar and Sarah under the title
“Ominous Beginnings for a Promise of Blessing”;
Adele Reinhartz, dean of graduate studies and
research at Canada’s Wilfrid Laurier University,
spoke on “The Gospel of John, Judaism, and
Gender: A Feminist’s Dilemma”; Riffat Hassan,
professor of religious studies and humanities at
the University of Louisville, spoke on “The Sarah-
Hagar Story: An Islamic Feminist Perspective”;
and Letty Russell, professor emerita of theology
at Yale Divinity School, concluded with “Mission
as a Stumbling Block: A Christian Feminist
Perspective.”

Jill Crainshaw, associate dean for vocational
formation and assistant professor of ministry
studies, co-chairs the steering committee with Lu
Leake, former dean of the summer session and
associate vice president. Crainshaw comments
that “the Series does the important work of making
feminist concerns more visible on our campus
and in the theological world by celebrating
Professor Trible’s career through dialogue with
some of today’s foremost feminist thinkers.” 

Crainshaw adds, “One of our hopes is that the
series will be a resource for the increasing number
of women in ministry and in seminars, divinity
schools, and departments of religion. We also
hope to engage the entire University and the
larger community of North Carolina with a topic
that is particularly pertinent to crises confronting
our world.”

2005 Lecture Series
On March 1 and 2, 2005, the Phyllis
Trible Lecture Series will present
“Miriam, Mary, and Mary Magdalene in
Art, Literature, and Music—Feminist
Perspectives.”

Participants, in addition to Phyllis
Trible, will include:

Dian Apostolos-Cappadona,
adjunct professor in the Center for
Muslim-Christian Understanding and
adjunct professor in art and culture 
in the Liberal Studies Program at
Georgetown University

Deirdre Good, professor in the
department of New Testament of 
the General Theological Seminary 
of the Episcopal Church

Mary Foskett, Zachary T. Smith
Associate Professor of Religion at
Wake Forest

Additional information can be found
on-line at: www.wfu.edu/divinity/
trible-lectures.html.

Second Phyllis Trible Lectures Held
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The T. B. Maston/Jimmy Allen Memorial
Scholarship has recently been established

for students interested in pursuing graduate
studies in Christian ethics. The fund, which will
total $250,000, is named to honor Thomas Buford
Maston, one of the most prominent twentieth-
century ethicists, writers, and teachers, and Jimmy
R. Allen, a student of Maston’s and a Baptist min-
ister, ethicist, and denominational leader.

“The Maston/Allen Scholarship will fund future
generations of students toward ministry in the
church and activism in the public square,” said
Bill Leonard, dean of the Divinity School. “The
contribution of Drs. Maston and Allen to education
and witness in the academy and the local church
can best be honored by extending their legacy of
ethical concerns and Baptist theology through a
financial investment in the theological education
of ministers and community activists.”

Maston, an ethics professor at Southwestern
Baptist Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, for more
than forty years, dealt with issues of race, pover-
ty, conscience, politics, and public activism
throughout his career. He is the author of several
books that deal with Christian ethics and issues
of race, including Of One, Christianity and World Issues,
The Bible and Race, Segregation and Desegregation, and
Biblical Ethics: A Biblical Survey.

According to James Dunn, a former student
of Maston’s and an adjunct professor of Christianity
and public policy in the Divinity School, Maston
had a profound impact on his students, and he
was ahead of his time when it came to issues of
race in the South.

“Maston was a significant champion for racial
justice,” Dunn says. “He wrote books in the 1940s
and 1950s that got him ostracized and generated a
ton of criticism for him on the subject of race.
He told me one time that he had gone for twenty

years as the major professor of ethics in the largest
seminary in the Southern Baptist Convention
without an invitation to speak in any Southern
state.”

Allen, who has dedicated his life to social
activism and ministry, put Maston’s ideas to work
during his years as pastor of First Baptist Church
of San Antonio and as president of both the
Baptist General Convention of Texas and the
Southern Baptist Convention. During the 1960s,
Allen was executive director of the Texas Baptist
Christian Life Commission, the ethics agency
charged with leadership on issues of family life,
daily work, citizenship, race relations, and religious
liberty. He also served as president of the Radio
and Television Commission of the Southern
Baptist Convention in the 1980s and won an
Emmy in 1988 for a program he produced for the
ABC television network.

Patricia Ayres of Austin, Texas, who has served
on the board of the T. B. Maston Foundation
and was a parishioner of Rev. Allen’s at First
Baptist Church of San Antonio, said she helped
establish the new scholarship to recognize the
impact of both men and their contributions to
the field of Christian ethics. “It is important to
honor Maston’s teaching on biblical ethics because
it has been so influential through several genera-
tions of Baptist leaders,” Ayres said.  “In addition,
Dr. Allen and his ministries have really lived out
that understanding of biblical ethics in the local
church and through the media. These two men
have had a profound influence on helping people
understand the ethical implications of the Gospel.”

Our Gift
to You

You can make a gift to
Wake Forest, and we’ll

give back to you guaranteed
lifetime income. If you are
considering a gift to Wake Forest,
and have highly appreciated
stock paying a small dividend
or Certificates of Deposit
coming due, you may wish 
to consider a Charitable Gift
Annuity. In addition to guar-
anteed lifetime income, some
of which may be tax-free, you
may also benefit from:

• A higher payment amount

• An immediate charitable
income tax deduction

• Reduced capital gains 
liability

• Professional investment 
services

The following table provides
some of the age-related rates
for a single life gift annuity
(rates will be lower for two-life
annuities):

L I F E  G I F T
Age Rate Effective 

Rate*

85 9.5% 14.3%

80 8.0% 11.8%

75 7.1% 10.0%

70 6.5% 9.0%

65 6.0% 8.0%

* Effective rate assumes a cash gift and
a 28% marginal income tax bracket.
Higher brackets produce an even
higher effective rate.

For more information about
this and other planned giving
opportunities, please contact:

Allen H. Patterson, Jr. (’72, MALS ’02)

Director of Planned Giving
P.O. Box 7227

Winston-Salem, NC 27109-7227

Call 336.758.5288 or 800.752.8568

Giving News

Scholarship Honors Religious Scholars



Giving News

When theologians gathered at Wake Forest in February 2004

to discuss the work of “priestly prophet” Carlyle Marney,
they did more than engage in scholarly dialogue. The Carlyle
Marney Symposium—co-sponsored by the Divinity School, Myers
Park Baptist Church, and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship—also
provided a forum to discuss ways in which to extend Dr. Marney’s
considerable legacy far into the future. The outcome was the seeding
of the Carlyle Marney Scholarship Fund at the Divinity School to
assist students in obtaining theological training in the tradition of
Carlyle Marney.

In his biography of Marney, John Carry writes that “the twentieth
century is indebted to several distinguished Baptist thinkers
(Walter Rauschenbusch, Harry Emerson Fosdick, and Martin
Luther King, Jr.) but Marney is by general consensus the only white
Southern Baptist preacher/ theologian to attain national ecumenical
status.”

Many of the symposium’s participants know Marney as a friend
and mentor who shaped their lives through direct contact. The
Rev. James Forbes, senior pastor of New York’s Riverside Church,
is a longtime friend. “His ministry as prophet and priest is known 

throughout the nation and the world,” said Forbes in worship
services at Myers Park Baptist Church.  

James Fowler, director of the Center for Ethics at Emory
University’s Candler School, was a Marney protégé. In his work 
as an author and lecturer, Fowler addresses Marney’s contribution
to the church and its relevance for a new century. Nancy Hasting
Sehested, chaplain at the Avery-Mitchell Correctional Institute
and co-pastor of Mercy Congregation in Asheville, North Carolina,
is among the first group of women to be ordained in the Southern
Baptist Churches. She emphasized how her work as pastor, teacher,
and chaplain reflects the best of the priest/prophet legacy that
Marney modeled.

Other symposium participants spoke about how they benefited
from Marney’s writings and his response to issues with which the
church still struggles. All acknowledged that Marney represents a
particular approach to ministry in the public square that should
not be forgotten. The new scholarship fund in his name assures
the continuation of his important contributions to church and
society.
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