
First and foremost
Inaugural class boasts diverse interests, backgrounds

continues on page 3

Ministries
director named

The Divinity School’s first class is a diverse group, but its members share one
common attribute: excitement over being part of something new.

The Rev. Jill Crainshaw will
coordinate the school’s continuing
education programs. Her new
book, “Wise and Discerning
Hearts: Prolegomenon to a Wisdom
Liturgical Theology,” will be
published by Liturgical Press of
Collegeville, Minn., next spring.
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▲ Would you like more
information about
opportunities for giving to
the Divinity School at
Wake Forest University?

▲ Are you interested in
establishing an endowed
scholarship fund?

▲ Are you interested in
receiving information on
planned gifts to the
Divinity School at Wake
Forest University?

Call 1.800.752.8570
E-mail stokeslw@wfu.edu
or write Box 7227
Reynolda Station
Winston-Salem, NC
27109-7227
Attn: L. Wade Stokes
(’83), Divinity School
Development Director

Wake Forest University’s

first Divinity School

students arrived on

campus in late August, bringing

with them an enthusiasm for

playing a part in the University’s

history.

“I have waited almost four years

for this Divinity School to open,”

said student Jocelyn Foy.  “I am

excited about being part of the

Wake Forest community, but

especially proud that I am a member

of this first class.”

Classes in the new Wake Forest

Divinity School began Aug. 25.

Twenty-four full-time students—19

women and five men—are seeking a

master of divinity degree. Within

three years, school officials expect

the program to enroll about 100

students, with a core, full-time

faculty of seven to eight.

“Making the decision to come to

Wake Forest was not difficult.  I

knew I wanted to be a part of this

school after talking to (Dean) Bill

Leonard about the program,” said

Elinor Wilburn.  Wilburn was the

first applicant to this fall’s class, as

well as the first student accepted to

the new program.

All of the students receive

financial aid, including merit and

need-based aid. The divinity school

awarded nearly $250,000 in

scholarships and aid to students.

“It was essential to me, when I

was looking at various schools, to

know that financial aid was

available,” said Foy.  “Returning to

school after being in the work force

for several years is hard, but

knowing that the resources were

there really takes the pressure off.”

The school’s curriculum is

centered in the classical theological

disciplines of biblical studies,

church history, theology and

ministry studies, which include

areas such as pastoral care and

preaching. Courses will be taught by

Divinity School faculty, as well as

faculty of Wake Forest’s

undergraduate, graduate and

professional schools. This fall,

students are taking courses in the

history of Christianity, elementary

Hebrew, introduction to Christian

theology and other subjects.

The Divinity School is the first

professional school to open at the

The Rev. Jill Crainshaw of
Richmond, Va., has been
named director of supervised

ministries at the Wake Forest
University Divinity School.

Crainshaw’s responsibilities will
include designing and administering
the divinity school’s program in
supervised ministry. All students are
required to participate in a second-
year supervised ministry program,
where they are guided by area
ministers in field placements. In
addition, Crainshaw will be
responsible for coordinating the
divinity school’s continuing education
programs for clergy and laity.

Before joining the divinity school,
Crainshaw was a visiting assistant
professor of preaching and worship
at Union Theological Seminary and
Presbyterian School of Christian
Education in Richmond. She served
six years as pastor of Neriah Baptist
Church in Buena Vista, Va.

Her professional experience also
includes being a pastoral care
consultant at Buena Vista Pres-
byterian Church in Buena Vista and
assistant chaplain at Sunnyside
Presbyterian Retirement Community
in Harrisonburg, Va.

A 1984 Wake Forest graduate,
Crainshaw earned a doctorate from
Union Theological Seminary and the
master of divinity degree from
Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

The Wake Forest Divinity School
opened this fall with 24 students
from a variety of denominational
traditions and is expected to grow to
135-150 students within five years.

The school’s curriculum is centered
in the classical theological
disciplines of biblical studies, church
history, theology and ministry
studies, which includes areas such
as pastoral care and preaching.

Wake Forest’s Divinity School,
whose mission is Christian by
tradition, ecumenical in outlook and
Baptist in heritage, prepares
individuals for ministry in the
Christian church.  ▲
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letter
 FROM THE DEAN

The meaning
of 24

In a world full of

chickens, tea-drinkers,

and street children,

what can 24 people

possibly mean?

divini ty
at Wake Fores t  Univers i t y

In her new book, “For the Time

Being,” Annie Dillard writes:

“One-tenth of the land on earth is

tundra. At any time it is raining on

only 3 percent of the planet’s surface.

Lightning strikes the planet about

100 times every second. . . . Chickens

outnumber us four to one. One-fifth

of us are Muslims. One-fifth of us live

in China. Almost one-tenth of us live

in range of an active or temporarily

dormant volcano. More than

3 percent of us are mentally retarded.

We drink more than a billion cups of

tea a day. Among us we speak ten

thousand languages. A hundred

million of us are children who live on

the streets . . . Twenty-three million of

us are refugees . . . Two thousand of

us a day commit suicide.”

Then Dillard asks: “At what num-

ber do other individuals blur for me?”

Amid all those statistics, and that

terrible question, let me add one more

piece of information: In the last year

of the 20th century, Wake Forest Uni-

versity began a Divinity School and

24 full-time students showed up. In a

world full of chickens, tea-drinkers,

and street children, what can 24

people possibly mean? God knows, I

suppose. But whatever they may mean

to the church and the world in the

years ahead, I am profoundly grateful

that they have come to Wake Forest,

and that they had the courage to

choose a new school. Why have they

come? Well, I suspect they have at

least 24 reasons, but underneath it all

there is a calling to respond in God’s

name to the world described (only

slightly) above. Perhaps they have

captured a bit of what Jesus felt when,

as Matthew’s gospel says: “The sight

of the people moved him to pity: they

were like sheep without a shepherd,

harassed and helpless;  and he said to

his disciples, ‘The crop is heavy, but

labourers are scarce; you must

therefore beg the owner to send

labourers to harvest the crop.’ Then

he called his twelve disciples to him.”

If all this gospel stuff began with 12,

then 24 should do us just fine.

In the last year of the 20th century

Wake Forest University began a

Divinity School and 24 people

showed up. It took some courage for

them to begin this journey with us.

But such courage is relative. After all,

they could have chosen to “live in

range of an active or temporarily

dormant volcano.” Thank God.  ▲

Bill J. Leonard
Dean

T h e I n a u g u r a l C o n v o c a t i o n

T h e  B o a rd  o f  Tr u s t e e s ,

P re s i d e n t  T h o m a s  K .  H e a r n  J r. ,

D e a n  o f  t h e  D i v i n i t y  S c h o o l  B i l l  J .  L e o n a rd ,  

a n d  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  Wa k e  F o re s t  U n i v e r s i t y

C o rd i a l l y  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  a t t e n d  t h e

I n a u g u r a l  E v e n t s

C e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  

Wa k e  F o re s t  U n i v e r s i t y  D i v i n i t y  S c h o o l

Tu e s d a y  a n d  We d n e s d a y,  

t h e  t w e l f t h  a n d  t h i r t e e n t h  o f  O c t o b e r,

N i n e t e e n  h u n d re d  a n d  n i n e t y - n i n e

W I N S T O N - S A L E M ,  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A
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The Inaugural Convocation
Wake Forest University
Divinity School
“Theology on the Threshold
of the Twenty-first Century”

Tuesday, October 12

11 A.M.

OPENING WORSHIP

Wait Chapel

Professor Phyllis Trible, presider

Professor Walter Harrelson, preacher

2 TO 3 P.M.

MARGARET A. STEELMAN LECTURE

Brendle Recital Hall

(in memory of Professor Raymond E.

Brown, S.S.)

Professor Donald Senior, C.P.

Chicago Theological Union

7 TO 9 P.M.

INAUGURAL CONVOCATION

Wait Chapel

Dean Bill J. Leonard, speaker

Wake Forest University

Divinity School

9 P.M.

RECEPTION ON THE QUAD

Carillon Concert

Wednesday, October 13

9 TO 9:30 A.M.

CEREMONY OF THE TREES

Wingate Hall

Divinity School Students

9:45 TO 10:45 A.M.

LECTURE

Brendle Recital Hall

Professor Nancy Ammerman

Hartford Theological Seminary

11:30 TO 12:30 P.M.

SEMINARS—SESSION I

Wingate Hall

Faculty of the Divinity School

“Anticipating Theological Futures”

2 TO 3 P.M.

LECTURE

Brendle Recital Hall

Professor Lawrence Carter

Morehouse College

4 TO 5 P.M.

SEMINARS—SESSION II

Wingate Hall

Faculty of the Divinity School

“Anticipating Theological Futures”

8 P.M.

VIENNA CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

Wait Chapel

For discount tickets call 336/758-5757
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university since the Babcock

Graduate School of Management

was founded in 1969. Wingate Hall,

adjacent to Wait Chapel, is home to

the new divinity school. The

building also houses the University’s

religion department.

This summer, the University

completed construction of a 2,600-

square-foot addition to Wingate

Hall. The addition provides

Wingate Hall with a new entrance

distinguished by four columns and a

foyer featuring an inlaid marble

cross in its floor.

The addition contains eight

Divinity School offices. Classes are

held elsewhere in the building.

The Divinity School will formally

celebrate its opening with two days

of events on Oct. 12 and 13. An

inaugural convocation, featuring an

address by Divinity School Dean Bill

Five students have received
Wait Fellowships to attend the
Wake Forest University Divinity

School which opened this fall.
The 1999 recipients of the

scholarships, the most prestigious
merit-based awards offered by the
Divinity School, are: David Brown
of Marietta, S.C.; Amy Joyner of
Hillsborough, N.C.; Megan Ramsey
of Brentwood, Tenn.; Bradley
Tharpe of Maynardville, Tenn.; and
Stephanie Wyatt of Knoxville, Tenn.

The Sarah and Samuel Wait
Fellowships in Theology and
Ministry are awarded each year to
up to eight students entering the
school’s master of divinity program.
Samuel Wait was the first president
of Wake Forest.

The awards are renewable for up
to three years based on academic
achievement and are awarded to
those who show exceptional
promise for Christian ministry.

Brown is a 1999 graduate of
Clemson University and a member
of Grace Baptist Church in Seneca,
S.C. He plans to pursue pastoral
ministry and ordination upon
completion of the master of divinity
program.

Joyner is a 1991 graduate of the
University of Richmond, where she
was a member of Phi Beta Kappa,
the nation’s preeminent honor
society for the liberal arts. She is a
member of University Baptist Church
in Chapel Hill and an English
teacher at Orange High School in
Hillsborough. Joyner is interested in
pastoral ministry and ordination.

Ramsey is a 1999 graduate of
Wake Forest. She is a member of
First Presbyterian Church in Winston-
Salem, where she served as a
pastoral care intern. She wishes to
pursue pastoral counseling.

Tharpe is a 1998 graduate of
Vanderbilt University where he was
a member of Phi Beta Kappa. A
member of Harpeth Heights Baptist
Church in Nashville, Tenn., Tharpe
spent the last year traveling and
working in Germany as a
missionary. Tharpe plans to seek
ordination.

Wyatt, a 1998 summa cum
laude graduate of the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville, is a member
of Central Baptist Church in
Fountain City, Tenn. She plans to
pursue work in campus ministry.  ▲

Five named
Wait Fellows

J. Leonard, will take place the

evening of Oct. 12. The theme of the

convocation is “Theology on the

Threshold of the Twenty-first

Century.”  Other activities will

include a worship service, lectures

and seminars. (See complete schedule

of events on page 2).

Divinity school faculty members

are Leonard; Phyllis Trible, associate

dean and professor of biblical

studies; Frank Tupper, professor of

theology; Samuel Weber, associate

professor of early Christianity and

spiritual formation; Alexandra R.

Brown, visiting associate professor of

biblical studies; and James M. Dunn,

visiting professor of Christianity and

public policy.  A  professor of

preaching and homiletics will be

named in fall 2000.

The staff includes Hudgins;

L. Wade Stokes, director of

development; and Jill Crainshaw,

director of supervised ministries.  ▲

The expansion of Wingate Hall was completed this July with a new portico
which houses Divinity School administrative offices. The Divinity School has
raised over $3 million of the $4.5 million cost of renovations to Wait Chapel
and Wingate Hall.

Wait Fellows are (top to bottom,
David Brown, Amy Joyner, Megan
Ramsey, Bradley Tharpe and
Stephanie Wyatt.



Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID
Winston-Salem, NC

Permit No. 69

DIVINITY SCHOOL

calendar

Divinity School
P.O. BOX 7719 REYNOLDA STATION

WINSTON-SALEM, NC 27109-7719

Continuing education
for clergy and laity—
1999-2000

September 13, 1999
Spirituality Conference
Jointly sponsored by the Divinity School and
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Pugh Auditorum, Benson University Center.
$25 registration fee includes lunch.
Reservations requested by September 3

“Silence: The Quaker Charism”
Dr. Kathryn Damiano, Pendle Hill Quaker

Center

“Womanist Spirituality”
Dr. Prathia Hall, Pastor, Philadelphia, PA

“Liberation and Spirituality”
Dr. J. Deotis Roberts, Duke Divinity School

October 28, 1999
University Chapel Worship Service
11 - 11:50 a.m. Davis Chapel
Dr. Martin Marty, Emeritus Professor of
Modern Christianity, University of Chicago

Lecture
1:30 - 2:45 p.m. Wingate Hall
“The Reformation: Then and Now”
Dr. Martin Marty

November 4, 1999
Winter Bible Study:
“Live for the Future Now”:
I and II Thessalonians
3 - 9 p.m. Wingate Hall, Room 301.
No registration fee. Dinner will be provided.
Reservations requested by October 25

Dr. Alexandra Brown, Visiting Associate
Professor, Biblical Studies

February 7-8, 2000
The Wake Forest Ministers’ Seminar
2000: “Pastoral Care Confronts Anger
and Conflict”
Pugh Auditorum, Benson University Center.
$85 registration fee includes lunch and dinner.
Reservations requested by January 21.

Dr. Andrew Lester,  Professor of
Pastoral Care, Brite Divinity School,
Texas Christian University

September
13—Phyllis Trible, Peace College, Raleigh,

NC
13—James Dunn, Ministerial Association,

Martinsville, VA
15, 22, 29—Samuel Weber, Knollwood

Baptist Church, Winston-Salem, NC
18—Samuel Weber, St. Gabriel’s Catholic

Church, Charlotte, NC
19—Bill Leonard, First Baptist, High Point, NC
19—Phyllis Trible, Unitarian Universalist

Church, Huntington, Long Island, NY
24—Divinity School Endowed Scholarship

Stewardship Luncheon, Wake Forest
University

23, 26—Samuel Weber, Society for Catholic
Liturgy, Washington, DC

26—Bill Leonard, First Baptist Church,
Savannah, GA

25—James Dunn, Broome-Tioga ABC
Regional Meeting, Endicott, NY

26—Phyllis Trible, First Presbyterian Church,
Yorktown, NY

28—Samuel Weber, St. Aloysius Church,
Hickory, NC

28—James Dunn, Religious Leaders Breakfast,
White House, Washington, DC

October
Month—Jill Crainshaw, Pulpit supply at

Danbury Community Church, Danbury,
NC

3-4—James Dunn, Baptist Joint Committee,
Washington, DC

4—Bill Leonard, Religion in the South
Symposium, Sewanee School of Theology,
Sewanee, TN

4—Retirement party for James Dunn, Baptist
Joint Committee, Washington, DC

6, 13, 20, 27—Samuel Weber, St. Leo’s
Catholic Church, Winston-Salem, NC

8—Alexandra Brown, Guest Lecturer,
Professor Winnifred Sullivan

8-9—Sponsor Regional Sunday School
Training and Growth Conference, Johns
Creek Baptist Church, Alpharetta, GA

9-10—James Dunn, Freedom Focus, South
Hills Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, TX

14-15—James Dunn, Religious and
Humanities Conference, Utah Valley State
College, Salt Lake City, UT

16—Jill Crainshaw, Ardmore United
Methodist, Women’s Study Breakfast,
Winston Salem, NC

17—Bill Leonard, Myers Park Baptist Church,
Charlotte, NC

18—James Dunn, Fredricksburg Baptist Assn,
Fredricksburg, VA

19, 26—Phyllis Trible, Shallowford
Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salem, NC

22-23—Sponsor, Regional Sunday School
Training and Growth Conference,
Providence Baptist Church, Charlotte, NC

24—James Dunn, First Baptist Church,
Wilmington, NC

November
2, 9, 16—Phyllis Trible Shallowford

Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salem, NC
3—Frank Tupper, Jersey Baptist Church,

Linwood, NC
4—Bill Leonard, Older Adults Retreat, First

Baptist Church, Asheville, NC
4—Jill Crainshaw, Winston-Salem, NC

Convocation of the Episcopal Church
4—Alexandra Brown, Winter Bible Study,

Wake Forest University Divinity School
7—Bill Leoanrd, Flat Rock Baptist Church,

Hamptonville, NC
10—Phyllis Trible, West Market United

Church, Greensboro, NC
13-14—Phyllis Trible, The Swarthmore

Presbyterian Church, Swartmore, PA
14—Bill Leonard, First Baptist Church,

Wilson, NC
14—James Dunn, Flemington Baptist Church,

Flemington, NJ
17—Samuel Weber, Home Moravian

Church, Winston-Salem, NC
19—Samuel Weber, Ecumenical Gathering,

Lutheran Churches of North Carolina

December
5, 12, 19—Phyllis Trible, The Reformed

Church, Bronxville, NY
11—Phyllis Trible, St Luke’s Episcopal Church,

Montclair, NJ

January 2000
5—Jill Crainshaw, North American Academy

of Liturgy, Tampa, FL
8-9—Bill Leonard, University Baptist Church,

Baltimore, MD
23—James Dunn, First Baptist Church,

Athens, GA
23—Bill Leonard, First Baptist Church,

Greenville, SC
29-30—Bill Leonard, Northminster Baptist

Church, Jackson, MS
29-30—James Dunn, Adult Bible Conference,

First Baptist Church, Asheville, NC

February 2000
1-2—Bill Leonard, Staley Lectures,

Shorter College, Rome, GA
6—Frank Tupper, First Baptist Church,

Salisbury, NC
6, 13—Bill Leonard, First Baptist Church,

Asheville, NC
20—Bill Leonard, Hayes Barton Baptist

Church, Raleigh, NC
28—Bill Leonard, Watts Street Baptist Church,

Durham, NC
28—James Dunn, 50th anniversary, Texas

Baptist Christian Life Commission

THE WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY
DIVINITY SCHOOL invites prospective
students to attend  one of the 1999-
2000 open houses and learn more
about theological education at Wake
Forest University. Meet representatives
from the Office of Admisssions, explore
financial aid opportunites, attend a
lecture, meet the dean and faculty, and
tour the campus—all in one visit.

Open House dates for 1999-2000
September 28—9 a.m.-2 p.m.
November 13—10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Februray 5—10 a.m.-2 p.m.

For admissions information, contact the
Divinity School by calling 800 393-
4244, or by e-mailing the Office of
Admissions at divinity@wfu.edu.You
may also inquire by writing the Wake
Forest University Divinity School, P.O.
Box 7719 Reynolda Station, Winston
Salem, NC 27109-7719


