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National award  
honors student  
volunteerism

The high level of 
volunteerism by 

students has helped 
Wake Forest win na-
tional recognition for  
community service.  
Nearly 60 percent of the 
University’s students,  
including undergraduate, 
graduate and professional 
students, contributed 
nearly 100,000 hours of 
service last year. 

That was among the 
factors that helped Wake 
Forest earn a place on  
The President’s Higher 
Education Community 
Service Honor Roll for 
2009.

The honor roll gives 
federal recognition to  
universities and colleges 
for their commitment to 
volunteering and commu-
nity service.

The Honor Roll doesn’t 
single out any specific 
initiative for recognition. 
Instead, colleges are rec-
ognized for the scope of 
community service proj-
ects, percentage of stu-
dent participation, and 
whether the college offers 
academic service-learning 
courses.

The Honor Roll is com-
piled by the Corporation 
for National and Commu-
nity Service, a federal  
office that promotes  
civic engagement across 
America.

On the court: Bzdelik takes over as men’s basketball coach

Jeff Bzdelik, formerly  
the head coach at the 

University of Colorado,  
was named men’s head bas-
ketball coach in April.  
He replaced Dino Gaudio, who 
was released from his contract 
after three seasons as head coach.

Bzdelik (buzz-DELL-ick) spent 
the last three seasons at Colorado 
after having led the Air Force 
Academy to its most successful 
run in school history. He has also 
coached at Maryland-Baltimore 
County and was an assistant coach 
at Davidson and Northwestern. He 
is also a former head coach of the 
Denver Nuggets and has been a 
scout, scouting director and assis-
tant coach with the Washington 

Bullets, Miami Heat, Denver Nug-
gets and New York Knicks.

“Our goals are simple,” said 
Bzdelik, a 1976 graduate of the 
University of Illinois-Chicago. “We 
want to win games, get to the 
postseason, advance in the post-
season and win championships 
without compromising the moral 
and academic integrity of this 
great university.”

Assistant Coaches Jeff Battle 
and Rusty LaRue (’96) and Director 
of Basketball Operations Walt 
Corbean will remain on the staff. 
Former NBA player Mark Pope, 
formerly operations coordinator  
at the University of Georgia, 
joined the staff in April.

For researchers at Wake Forest’s 
Center for Nanotechnology and 

Molecular Materials,  going green means 
seeing purple.

The Nanotech Center, which has secured the first 
patent in the world for a new solar cell technology 
based on miniscule fibers, is using purple dye made 
from the pokeberry plant to help the cells absorb 
more sunlight.

“It’s a low-cost solar cell that can be made to work 
with local, low-cost agricultural crops like pokeber-
ries,” said David Carroll, the center’s director. He is 
also a professor of physics and an adjunct professor 
of both biomedical engineering and cancer biology.

The fiber solar cells are revolutionary in their 
own right: composed of millions of tiny, plastic 
tubes stamped onto flexible plastic sheets, the cells 
create more surface area to collect light from sunrise 
till sunset. Traditional flat cells can collect light  
efficiently only when the sun is directly above.

But the dye from pokeberries—those little purple 
fruits you might have squashed as a child to stain 
your cheeks and fingers—could hold the key to 
spreading solar power across the globe, Carroll said.

His group predicts that such devices could double 
organic solar cell performance, “a class of ultra-
cheap, plastic solar cells meant to be integrated  
directly into building exteriors,” he said.

The University’s patent on the fiber cells was 
granted by the European Patent Office. A similar 
patent is pending with the U.S. Patent Office. Fiber-
Cell Inc., a University spinoff company, has the  
license to manufacture the cell and is investigating  
a means of mass production.

Pokeberry Power

Purple plant could revolutionize 
solar energy technology

David Carroll’s research group has patented a type of 
low-cost fiber solar cell.

Jeff Bzdelik
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I first traveled to Haiti in December of 2009 on  
a medical mission trip for a nonprofit called Forward in  
Health, with my mother who is a plastic surgeon. I hoped my 

health and exercise science major would be useful to the medical 
professionals and my social entrepreneurship experience might 
allow me to explore strategies to help on a larger scale. I also planned 
to develop my photography skills and visually catalog the trip. Little 
did I know the impact this experience would have on me.

We spent less than a week in the country but traveled most of  
the way west along the southern peninsula. We visited three hospi-
tals and three orphanages, held clinics and treated dozens of Haitian 
adults and children, many of whom were orphans. We met Cuban 
doctors, Haitian nurses, various members of the church and many 
smiling children. We saw conditions that would be quickly resolved 
in the United States, including malnutrition, cleft palates, minor 
infections, and scabies. We sat up at night brainstorming ideas 
about how to bring more aid to the country. 

It was during one of these conversations that my mother asked 
the founder of one of the orphanages an unexpected question.

“Do you ever have earthquakes?” 
The pastor flippantly replied, “Nope. Never.”
On January 12, a 7.1 magnitude earthquake struck the very place 

I had been just three weeks earlier. It unleashed twice the amount  
of energy released by the atom bomb dropped on Hiroshima—on  
a people already struggling to survive.  

At Wake Forest I followed stories of the tragedy and heard the 
increasing death tolls. I knew I had to go back. I felt a connection to 
the people I had met, especially the orphans I had played with and 
photographed. I have never before felt so drawn to provide aid in the 
form of service and decided to return in March during spring break.

The trip back was an arduous one, but none of those difficulties 
compared to the emotional impact of seeing destroyed homes and 
massive encampments of battered and broken Haitians living in 
awful conditions. Men removed rubble and broke down damaged 

In downtown Port-au-Prince, shoes are for sale on the roadside close to unstable buildings.
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Toys are scarce; a young 
girl treasures her doll.



16    wake forest university magazine

structures by hand. Women cooked and cleaned and cared for chil-
dren. It was clear that they were scared of another earthquake.  
A dump truck dropped off a load of large stones at a building site, 
creating a thunderous cascade of tumbling rock. Every Haitian 
working indoors within a hundred yards dropped everything and 
sprinted outside, panting, eyes wide with fear.

A Haitian man named Paper (PAH-pē) described the earth-
quake. “It was loud. Like a big truck driving by. Except if the truck 
was in my house… It was so strong; it knocked me down. I could 
not stand up. I could not crawl to go outside.” 

I asked him what he was thinking at the time, and he said, “For 
the first half-minute or something, I didn’t know what it was. Then, 
when I heard buildings 
falling down, I was just 
scared, praying to God 
it would stop. After it 
finally stopped, I went 
outside. Everyone went 
outside. We stayed 
there. We didn’t  
want to be crushed  
by walls falling in or 
ceilings when more 
earthquakes came.”

When I returned  
in March, the Mission 
of Hope orphans I had 
visited earlier were as 
playful and happy as  
I remembered. Their 
dormitories had col-
lapsed. Their tents  
easily surpassed 100° 
Fahrenheit in the heat 
of the day and hardly 
dipped below 80° at 
night. For three nights 
I stayed in one of those 
tents, falling asleep 
sweating and miserable. 
They were to live  
there for the next  
several months. 

Despite unbearable 
conditions, the children 

still shoved their way forward to get picked up or twirled about, 
always with smiles on their faces. Upon seeing me with my camera, 
they still yelled, “You! You! You!” to get my attention, followed by 
“Photo! Photo!” pointing at their chests and striking a pose. They 
played, “Chequi, chequi, chequi,” a singing game reminiscent of 
“Ring around the Rosie,” and “Duck, Duck, Pig” instead of “Duck, 
Duck, Goose.” 

Since toys are scarce, they created their own from empty water 
bottles or chunks of Styrofoam. One pair of boys fashioned a working 
kite out of scavenged fishing line, a few sticks, and a clear plastic bag. 

Before the quake, the poverty in Haiti was striking. Piles  
of white sand lined streets in areas of development to dilute mortar, 

and cinderblocks 
were everywhere. 
Many buildings  
had little more than 
corrugated tin roofs; 
some had no roofs  
at all. Traffic rules 
were limited to a 
general guideline of 
“yield to the bigger 
vehicle,” and even 
this rule was often 
disobeyed by motor-
cyclists, pedestrians, 
and livestock. The 
people did their  
laundry and bathed 
in the same rivers 
(sometimes in the 
same locations)  
into which others 
relieved themselves. 

In the aftermath, 
weaker structures 
had collapsed,  
and many people 
were left homeless. 
Those with any  
possessions quickly 
erected stick-frame 
huts covered in 
sheets, for shade. 
Wherever cinder-

(Above) A Mission of Hope volunteer recognized this children’s book in the rubble as one 
she had donated. (Below) Three months after the quake, Haitians continue to clear rubble. 
The country remains in emergency mode.
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block structures had stood before, only broken frames and crum-
bled cinderblocks remained. Few homes had running water, and 
there was simply not enough food to go around.

Haiti’s rainy season began in April and 
brought with it a massive burst of mosqui-
toes, breeding in standing pools. A signifi-
cant increase in malaria cases accompanied 
the mosquitoes in a country with practically 
no healthcare. In addition, the severe storms 
brought wind to tear down wood frames 
covered with tarps. 

The media focus has shifted now, but 
Haiti remains a country in dire need.  
Mission of Hope Haiti and Forward in 
Health will continue to offer support.

My experiences in Haiti have been  
life-changing, and my desire to serve  

the people there only grows stronger. I know I will return to photo-
graph more images of hope.

Visit Mission of Hope Haiti and Forward in Health 
on the web at www.missionofhopehaiti.net 

and www.forwardinhealth.org.

Michael Metzmaker, left, of Worcester, Mass.,  
graduated in May with a degree in health and  
exercise science. He received a Chambers Family 
Fund for Entrepreneurship grant to develop his  
photography skills and plans to build a website  
to raise funds for relief efforts in Haiti (www.

imageofhope.org). Michael is participating in  
the Summer Management Program at the Wake 
Forest Schools of Business this summer.

With rainy season on the way, families are forced to live in sweltering makeshift tents.
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I lesanmi already sees this initiative taking hold 
throughout the university. “As an institution devoted 

to cultivating the whole human mind, we recognize that matters  
of moral understanding elude disciplinary specialization. This work 
requires a collaboration of scholars from many intellectual disci-
plines. In this way, we are better positioned to cultivate in our stu-
dents the critical intelligence necessary to understand the more  
general human implications of our deepening yet fragmenting 
knowledge. Simply put, what we are seeking to do is to teach ethics 
across the curriculum, to make every class and every subject  
a context for raising questions of values and questions 
of meaning.”

One of the main lessons to be learned in today's 
global economy is that knowledge is no longer com-
partmentalized, and therefore Wake Forest’s approach 
needs to be supple and holistic, says Wanda Balzano, 
assistant professor and director of the Women’s and 
Gender Studies program. In order to go out into soci-
ety as prepared citizens of the world, she says, our stu-
dents must realize the importance of interconnected-
ness and interdisciplinarity.

“What is the difference between creating technicians 
and intellectuals? The first thing that comes to my mind is W.B. 
Yeats’s famous saying that ‘Education is not the filling of a pail, but 
the lighting of a fire.’ The challenges and rewards at Wake Forest  

are centered around this fundamental concept and we, as educators, 
each in our own units, try to teach students in a learning environment 
what ‘lights that fire’ by integrating rigorous inquiry, creative imagi-
nation, reflective engagement with society, and a commitment to 
fashioning a more humane and just world.” Balzano says this approach 
produces a diverse and pluralistic learning community, and a gen
uine ongoing intercultural dialogue. 

David Coates, professor of political 
science and Worrell Chair in Anglo-
American Studies, believes emphatically that the students coming 

out of Wake Forest must be well-rounded intellectually. 
“What we need are genuinely renaissance men and 
women who are socially and politically engaged. In times 
of economic and social trouble, politics tend to become 
angrier, and it's up to intellectuals to maintain the kind  
of civil, democratic discourse this country was built 
upon—to lower the heat and increase the light.”

He adds, “Our students will go out from here, and 
within a relatively short space of time occupy crucial  
intermediate—and eventually leadership—positions  
in major American institutions. These are the people  
who will oversee the repositioning of the United States 

globally in the new 21st century,” he says. “I think America is at  
a crossroads, at a moment at which our ability to play a progressive 
global role is seriously under challenge. It’s going to fall to this  

“What we need are               
      

     “what we are seeking to do is…to make every class and every subject                    
          

Ilesanmi professes that students are not mere technicians, and seeks to engage students in their pursuit of greater meaning.

Melissa Rogers
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generation to be particularly aware of where the U.S. sits historically 
as well as contemporarily.” 

A theme that seems consistent across all disciplines is a desire and 
need to push students outside of their comfort zones. Melissa Rogers, 
the director of the School of Divinity Center for Religion and Public 
Affairs, points out how important this is in her department. 

“Contemporary religious leaders need to be prepared for con-
structive engagement with those outside the church house doors. 
They need to wrestle, for example, with competing ideas about reli-
gion’s role in our increasingly pluralistic society and confront con-
trasting perspectives about the moral and ethical dimensions of 
public affairs. If we don’t help divinity students prepare for this kind 
of engagement, we are not equipping them for religious leadership 
in the 21st century.”  

How do she and her colleagues accomplish this? “Many of the 
classes I co-teach have a component in which the students travel to 
Washington, D.C , and meet with a diverse set of religious and civil 
liberties leaders, governmental officials, think tank scholars, jour-
nalists, and others who shape national conversations about the moral 
and ethical aspects of public policy as well as religion’s role in public 
life. Thus, these trips help expose students to the rich debate on these 
subjects and spur them to develop their own framework for think-
ing about these issues. We believe these experiences and their reflec-
tion on them will make them better leaders, whether they ultimately 
become pastors, chaplains, or community organizers and activists.”

In some cases, educating the whole person means taking a class 
far beyond its normal subject matter—not only pushing students 
outside of their comfort zones but also forcing them to look inside at 

their values. Dan Hammond (’72, P ’08), Hultquist Family Professor 
in the Department of Economics, does just that in his natural resources 
class. While the syllabus might focus on environmental economics, 
the class quickly learns they are also getting some other lessons. 

“From the very first day, I invite and prompt my students to think 
about fundamental questions like who they are, why they’re here, and 
what they’re supposed to do with their lives. Economics, strictly speak-
ing, doesn’t get you to those questions. Science doesn’t get you to those 
questions. So the only way to get to those questions is to ask them.” 

Hammond also believes it is critical to get students to break down 
the walls between the different courses they’re taking. Otherwise, 
they quickly get in the habit of compartmentalizing, separating 
what they’re learning in different classes. “They go to my class and 
they’re focused on economics. Then they go to another class that 
contradicts what I’ve just taught them. And instead of challenging, 
or questioning the different viewpoints, they accept both as fact 
because they just want to succeed in each individual class. They 
don’t see the big picture, where they are headed, how it all works 
together.” Which, he says, makes it almost impossible to graduate 
the kinds of leaders this world needs. 

“Leadership isn’t about skills. It’s about understanding a mission, 
understanding the goal. It’s the leader’s job to get the company, city, 
or even the country to be successful. But the move away from the 
more intellectual part of education to the technical part means we 
are training leaders who aren’t equipped to ask what that mission 
should be.”

While Jack Wilkerson, professor of accountancy and former  
dean of the Calloway School, is focused on what educating the 

        genuinely renaissance men and women who are socially and politically engaged.”
—David Coates, Worrell Chair in Anglo-American Studies

                           a context for raising questions of values and questions of meaning.”
—Simeon Ilesanmi, Wingate Professor of Religion and Director of Graduate Studies

Wanda Balzano: In 
today's global economy, 
knowledge is no longer 
compartmentalized.
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3-D may be the Big Thing 
at the movies this 

summer, but at Wake Forest, it’s 
the longstanding way of viewing 
students. With the institution’s tra-
ditional emphasis on educating the 
whole person, faculty members 
and the staffs of the Dean’s Office, 
Student Life, Residence Life and 
Housing, University Counseling, 
Student Health, the Chaplain’s Of-
fice, Career Services, the Learning 
Assistance Center, the Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, and many oth-
ers observe the student from their 
distinctive perspectives, collectively 
rendering an all-around image of 
each student’s personal, social, and 
scholastic standing.

Functioning as a form of projection 
booth for this holographic image-
making is the Office of Academic 
Advising. Created as a separate 
office last fall to further underscore 
the emphasis Wake Forest has  

always placed on advising, the OAA 
coordinates the lower division adviser 
program; maintains its own staff of 
four academic counselors who provide 
services ranging from registration 
assistance to specialized advising 
referrals; and communicates and 
cooperates closely with other offices 
so that all students have an oppor
tunity to obtain the guidance—and, 
when necessary, intervention—to 
succeed scholastically and achieve 
their personal potential and profes-
sional ambitions.

“Recognizing that our graduates 
often will face multiple job transitions 
and a host of personal challenges 
over their lives, Wake Forest has long 
believed that education has to be 
about more than training for the first 
job beyond college,” says Perry Pat-
terson, professor of economics and 
associate dean for academic advis-
ing. “This belief is reflected in a cur-
riculum that is exceptionally broad 

From all angles
Wake Forest’s multidirectional advising system sees the whole person.

and requires that all students receive 
exposure to multiple disciplines early 
in their college years.” The curricu-
lum, in turn, is reflected in an advis-
ing system that ensures that most 
new students are first introduced to 
faculty advisers who are not from the 
student’s projected major, says Pat-
terson. This is to ensure that students 
open their minds to a broader range 
of possibilities than they might other-
wise. “At the same time, for students 
who are ready to discuss a potential 
major, we provide initial meetings 
with relevant departmental repre-
sentatives and encourage the forma-
tion of good relations with faculty in 
the major discipline before a formal 
declaration of major is permitted 
during the second semester of the 
sophomore year.”

The advising process begins with 
the assignment to each first-year and 
transfer student a lower division 
adviser as they arrive on campus. 
The adviser serves as an active— 
and required—participant in student 
preparation for course planning  
and registration through the first 

two years on campus. More than  
85 percent of the roughly 135 lower 
division advisers are faculty mem-
bers, and Karen Bennett (MALS ’98), 
director of academic advising, says 
recruiting them is no problem. “The 
advising system is valued at Wake 
Forest,” Bennett notes, “and the 
faculty views it as an important job.”

In addition to their lower division 
adviser, each student is assigned  
to one of the four academic counsel-
ors in the OAA who is available to 
the student throughout their under-
graduate career. “Our goal in creat-
ing this dual system—by which  
all students have both an adviser 
and a counselor—is to ensure that 
no student who seeks advice can  
possibly fall through the cracks, 
and also to increase the chance 
that students will find someone 
with whom they can develop a  
longer-term mentoring relation-
ship,” Patterson says.

Once a student declares a major, 
he or she is assigned a major, or 
upper division, adviser within their 
major department. Students with 

there’s a lot of intellectual formation and development, moral devel-
opment, that’s going on at this age. So my question is, if this is truly a 
formative period, then why not be purposeful and have a positive impact 
on that formation? Why not guide it rather than just let it happen?”

In the fall of 2008, Wilkerson began a sabbatical at a think tank—
The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching—
focused on teaching and learning. There, he joined a team of schol-
ars working on a project entitled “The Preparation for Professions 
Program.” “Their argument was that the distinguishing characteris-
tic of a profession (like medicine or accountancy) is that there is a 
social contract, a public trust, intrinsic to the career.” Therefore, 
logic follows, the University has a responsibility to make students 
who are aspiring to a professional career aware of—and committed 
to—maintaining that trust. 

“These scholars assert that there are three critical components to 
education for professional practice: technical knowledge, practice 
skills, and a third called normative purpose and professional iden-
tity,” says Wilkerson. It’s this third component that is so often lack-
ing in professional education. 

“leadership isn’t about skills. It’s about understanding a mission,  
	 understanding the goal.”

 —Dan Hammond, Hultquist Family Professor of Economics

Jack Wilkerson guides young minds through intellectual and  
moral development.
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whole person means for business students, he also has a much broader 
view of the issue. 

“When you’re talking about educating 18 to 22 year-olds, you’re 
by default doing something formative. A psychologist would tell you 
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Boys being boys , they’ll dare each other on a whim to do wild 
and crazy stuff. Which explains why Larry West has enjoyed a 

long and venerable career as a college German professor.
That career, spent almost entirely at Wake Forest, drew to a close 

this spring with his retirement from the Department of German and 
Russian. Behind him, the 68-year-old West leaves a redoubtable legacy 
as a teacher, scholar, and study-abroad administrator, along with a cadre 
of devoted colleagues and former students who have been inspired by 
his dedication and regaled by his wit.

“He is the professor and mentor who characterizes my Wake Forest 
experience, and why I am grateful for and proud of my degree,” says 
Bruce Burroughs (’86), who still uses his German daily in his capacity 
as business development manager in the Wilmington, N.C., office of 
Wieland Electric, a German electrical component manufacturer. “He 
taught me the importance of listening and getting the details right. He 
motivated me to do my best, and if my effort were less than what I was 
capable of, he would call me out.”

“How does a class whose topic is a language that’s rarely spoken out-
side of three countries in the world change the lives of its students?” asks 
Brian Walls (’99), co-owner, with his spouse, of a physical therapy and 
sports fitness company based in Philadelphia. “The class doesn’t; the 
professor does. Dr. West has an innate ability to see each student for the 
person they are and will become. He loves to teach not just the German 
language, but also an appreciation for the special gifts inherent in 
each of us.”

West grew up in the tiny town of Canada (population 400) in eastern 
Kentucky. After elementary school (which included four years in a 
two-room schoolhouse), he attended a countywide high school, where 
he hung out with “the nerds who took all the hard courses.”

The school started offering German his senior year, and a friend 
and fellow nerd issued a dare—he would take a German course if 

The West Is History
A gauntlet thrown launched Larry West on his Germanic adventure, a phase of which has come to an end. 

West did. “Of course I couldn’t resist,” West recalls. “Turns out I fell 
in love with the language.”

His choice of college, nearby Berea, didn’t offer a German major, 
however, so he bounced around from subject to subject, never settling 
on one in which to major. “I finally woke up to the fact that I loved 
German, so about fifteen of us lobbied [the academic policy council] 
to circumvent the objections of the dean, who was biased against the 
language based on his hostility toward Nazi Germany,” West says. “We 
were successful, but I didn’t have much time left to complete a major, 
so between my junior and senior year, I rode for seventeen hours on a 
bus—the first time I’d been out of Kentucky—to study at Colby Col-
lege in Maine with top students from elite colleges.” He would become 
the first German major in Berea College history, but also had become 
motivated to pursue an academic career in the language.

For his doctoral studies, West enrolled at Vanderbilt University in 
the fall of 1964, eventually choosing as his dissertation topic the schol-
arly specialty of his adviser: the medieval German passion play. The 
genre, which portrays in elaborate detail the passion, crucifixion, and 
resurrection of Jesus, survives in the renowned, once-every-decade 
production at Oberammergau in heavily Catholic southern Bavaria. 
But centuries before the Oberammergau pageant began in 1634 as a 
demonstration of the town’s gratitude to God for its salvation from 
the Plague, dozens of passion plays were staged throughout what are 
now northern Italy, Austria, and southern Germany. If you think the 
Oberammergau production’s running time of six hours would be an 
ordeal to endure, consider that some of the earlier passion plays ran as 
long as six days, with virtually no break. West has translated two of 
them into English. “As far as I know,” he says, “I am the only English 
translator of medieval German passion plays in the world.”

After completing his doctorate in 1967, West spent two years on the 
faculty of a small college in Georgia before coming to Wake Forest in 
1969. Surprisingly, he had never been to Germany before his first trip 
in the early seventies. Since then, he reckons he’s taken seventeen or 
eighteen student or alumni groups there. For the past quarter of a 
century, he has overseen the study of Wake Forest students in Germany 
and Austria, including, since its launching in 1999, the University’s 
own residential study program at its Flow House in Vienna. Professor 
of Music and Beethoven scholar David Levy will succeed him as Flow 
House director.

This is the year for the Oberammergau production and it is being 
staged virtually every day from Holy Week through early fall before 
sellout audiences of 5,000 or more in an outdoor theatre with spectacu-
lar views of the Alps in the background. West, who has befriended the 
father of the production’s renowned director of the past twenty years, 
Christian Stückl, will be taking a group to Oberammergau this sum-
mer and hopes to interview Stückl for an article he’s writing. Beyond 
that, he isn’t sure; certainly, there will be more time to spend with his 
wife, Suzanne, their two grown daughters, and their grandchildren.

“Wake Forest has been a great situation,” says West, whose only 
temptation over the decades to leave the University—and a mild one 
at that—was a brief flirtation with his beloved Berea College. “I’ve had 
wonderful colleagues and we’ve always had a terrific department.” 
Alles Gute, Herr Doktor West.

—David Fyten

Larry West plans to spend more time with his grandchildren.
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Amy Barnard Hughes (’95) 
and John McCaskill Hughes 
(’96), Denver: twin sons,  
David Armstrong and  
Matthew Jones. 10/11/09. 
They join their brothers,  
Jack (5) and Ryan (4).

James Stewart Morrison 
(’95) and Christine Morrison, 
Boston: twin sons, MacEwen 
Stewart and Cameron  
Patterson. 9/14/09

Allison Reid (’95) and Robert 
Warrington, Charlotte, NC: a 
son, Samuel Reid. 9/22/09

Megan McLaughlin Beaubien 
(’96) and Louis Beaubien, 
Providence, RI: twin sons, 
Evan and Ian. 2/6/09

Craig Buszko (’96) and Elaine 
Buszko, Melbourne, Australia: 
a daughter, Jasmine Emma. 

Melissa Boddy Rareshide 
(’96) and Steve Rareshide,  
Advance, NC: a daughter,  
Olivia Hiern. 10/6/09

Jennifer L. Snee Winthrop 
(’96) and Dudley Winthrop, 
Washington, DC: a daughter, 
Serafina Margaret Wood. 
12/4/09. She joins her sister, 
Kay Taylor Louise (2).

Marc Wisehart (’96) and 
Tasha Cox Wisehart (’96), 
Marietta, GA: a daughter, 
Emma Diane. 2/7/10. She  
joins her brother, Carson  
Edward (3).

Frederick Way Booth III (’97) 
and Kristin Booth, Walling-
ford, CT: a daughter, Alexis 
Rose. 12/19/09. She joins her 
brothers, Connor (5) and  
Kellen (3).

Owen Bouton (’97) and  
Merrie Hatch Bouton (’97, 
MSA ’98), Dunwoody, GA:  
a daughter, Kathleen Capers. 
11/16/09. She joins her  
sisters, Presley (5) and  
Hannah Blanche (3).

Lash Burton Briggs (’97, 
MBA ’99) and Alice Briggs, 
Asheville, NC: a son, Lash  
Burton II. 12/26/09

Jennifer Singleton Fox (’97) 
and Brian Fox, Hendersonville, 
NC: a daughter, Katie Grace. 
6/12/09. She joins her sister, 
Anna (2).

Ellen Gores Lewis (’97) and 
Mark Lewis, Newton, MA: a 
son, Oliver James. 1/21/10.  
He joins his sister, Ariail (2).

Ashley Bunnell Livingston 
(’97) and Christopher David 
Livingston, Dallas: a son,  
Zachary Christie. 10/12/09.  
He joins his brother, Schuyler 
(5).

Geoffrey Michael (’97) and 
Heidi Michael, Alexandria, 
VA: a son, Alexander Murdy. 
2/4/10

Tiffany Mitzman White (’97) 
and Benjamin H. White III 
(’98, JD ’02), Winston-Salem: 
a son, Emery Joseph. 2/16/10

Nicole Baldwin Beale (’98, 
MAEd ’02) and Seth Beale, 
Winston-Salem: a daughter, 
Evelyn Elizabeth. 1/5/09

Leo G. Beckmann III (’98) and 
Dani Beckmann, Savannah, GA: 
a son, Raiford Lee. 10/16/09. 
He joins his brother, Andrew.

Emily Abernathy Beeler (’98) 
and John Beeler, Arlington, 
VA: twin daughters, Margaret 
Alice and Kathleen Louise. 
1/30/10

Jay S. Blount (’98) and Amy 
Blount, Morehead City, NC: 
a daughter, Olivia Grace. 
9/24/09

Amy Plyles Edwards (’98) and 
Matt Edwards, Alpharetta, 
GA: a daughter, Ansley  
Allison. 1/13/10. She joins her 
brothers, Jacob (6) and Owen 
(4).

Kara Csensich Errington (’98) 
and Brad Errington, Madison, 
NJ: a son, Keaton Andrew. 
10/7/09. He joins his sister, 
Ellison (3).

Carmen Vaughn Ganjehsani 
(’98) and Warren Ganjehsani, 
Lexington, SC: a daughter, 
Corinne Christie. 10/21/09. 
She joins her sister, Arianna 
(3).

Gregory David Habeeb  
(’98, JD ’01) and Christy 
Brendle Habeeb (’00),  
Salem, VA: a daughter, Anna 
Elizabeth. 7/31/09. She joins 
her brothers, Daniel (4) and 
William (2).

Joy Vermillion Heinsohn (’98) 
and Ben Heinsohn, Winston-
Salem: a son, Lincoln  
Benjamin. 12/11/09

Kevin Kuntz (’98, MSA ’99) 
and Norma Kuntz, Alexandria, 
VA: a son, Benjamin. 9/12/09

Sara Hicks Malone (’98)  
and Charlie Malone (’99), 
Nashville, TN: a daughter, 
Adah Voss. 10/29/09. She  
joins her brother, Gram (2).

Laura Kirby Murdock (’98) 
and James Brian Murdock, 
Charlotte, NC: a son, James 
Troughton. 12/20/09. He joins 
his brother, Colin (3).

Angela McElreath Ojibway 
(’98) and Brady Ojibway,  
Marietta, GA: a daughter,  
Kaylen Ryan. 3/5/10. She joins 
her sister, Sydney (2).

Amy Bassett Patz (’98) and 
Ron Patz, Huntersville, NC: 
a daughter, Emma Caroline. 
10/19/09. She joins her  
brother, Logan (2).

Catherine McCandless Raué 
(’98) and Paul-Erik Raué,  
Chesterbrook, PA: a son,  
Aleksander Mills. 11/15/09

Ralph W. Sevelius Jr. (’98) 
and Julie Sevelius, Wesley 
Chapel, FL: a daughter, Tessa 
Holloway. 10/22/09. She joins 
her brother, Luke (2).

Jeremy Weber (’98) and  
Julie Mitchell Weber (’98), 
Chicago: a daughter, Clara 
Mae. 1/1/09

Erin Taylor Anderson (’99) 
and Steven Anderson (MD 
’02), Boone, NC: twin  
daughters, Lilly Elizabeth  
and Claire Elizabeth. 7/21/09. 
They join their sister, Anna 
Grace (4).

Kimberly Dynan Aviles (’99) 
and Albert Aviles, Los Angeles: 
a son, Milo Christopher. 
10/3/09

Brandt Fifer (’99, MSA ’00) 
and Lyn Fifer, Roswell, GA: 
a daughter, Emma Avery. 
12/17/09

Gin Watson Jenkins (’99, 
MSA ’00) and Howard  
Jenkins, Alexandria, VA: a 
daughter, Anna Scott Lee. 
3/12/10. She joins her brother, 
Howard (3).

Darren Linvill (’99, MA ’02) 
and Claiborne Heilman Linvill 
(’02), Clemson, SC: a daughter, 
Sylvia Ruth. 10/8/09

Scott Loyek (’99) and Laura 
Murray Loyek (’99), Raleigh, 
NC: a son, William Gillen. 
11/2/09

Michael Luekens (’99) and 
Elizabeth Graff Luekens 
(’99), Kittery, ME: a son,  
Samuel Todd. He joins his 
brother, Evan (2 1/2).

Heather Hinkle Marella (’99) 
and John Marella, Fenton, 
MO: twin sons, Brian William 
and Chad Richard. 10/13/09

Sarah Langley Wilde (’99, 
MSA ’00) and Patrick Wilde, 
Charlotte, NC: a son, Bryson 
Shepard. 9/2/09

Kristin Hemric Bacich (’00) 
and Damian Bacich, Santa 
Clara, CA: a daughter, Rose 
Marie. 12/28/09. She joins her 
brother, Joseph Louis (2).

Ann McAdams Bumgardner 
(’00) and Richard Bumgardner, 
Wilmington, NC: a daughter, 
Elizabeth Clare. 9/14/09. She 
joins her brother, William (2).

Lacye Huffaker Cahill (’00) 
and Kevin Cahill (’01), Denver, 
CO: a daughter, Grace Noel. 
12/7/09

Brent Donald Cann (’00) and 
Megan Eaton Cann (’00), 
Atlanta: a daughter, Madeline 
Rebecca. 1/15/10. She joins 
her sister, Clara Hilton (2 1/2).

Crystal Simms Carroll (’00) 
and Christopher Carroll II, 
Atlanta: a son, Christopher III. 
11/18/09

Angela Moratti Cocker (’00) 
and John Cocker, Arlington, 
VA: a son, George Louis. 
5/8/09

Paula Decker Currall (’00) and 
Alex Currall, Alexandria, VA: a 
daughter, Jane Abigail. 8/3/09

James Robert Faucher (’00) 
and Emily Faucher, Greens-
boro, NC: a daughter, Audrey 
DeHart. 12/5/09. She joins her 
sister, Mary Katherine (3).
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Charles O. Giles (’47), Feb. 24, 
2010, Winston-Salem, NC. He 
served in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. He was a teacher 
and coach at Clemmons 
School, taught sixth grade 
at Ardmore Elementary, and 
was head of the ICT program 
at West Forsyth High School. 
He retired after 32 years and 
enjoyed playing golf and  
volunteering at the Food Bank.

James Frank Hammett Jr. 
(MD ’47), Dec. 12, 2009,  
Athens, GA. He served in the 
U.S. Army Medical Corps and 
started a general medical 
practice in 1951 in Waynes-
ville, NC. He added an  
anesthesiology specialty in 
1955. He was chair of the 
anesthesia department of 
Haywood County Hospital and 
retired in 1985. He served  
on church and community 
committees and was named 
the 1993 Lay Person of the 
Year for the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction of the Methodist 
Church. He and his wife, Doris, 
were named philanthropists 
of the year in 2004 by the 
Haywood County Community 
Foundation.

Thomas A. Kornegay Sr. (’47), 
Feb. 7, 2010, Troy, NC. He 
served in the U.S. Army  
during World War II. He was 
a dentist, a member of the 
Troy Rotary Club and a pilot. 
He enjoyed woodworking. 
He is survived by his wife of 
53 years, Frances; one son, 
Thomas Jr. (’82); and two 
grandchildren.

Thomas Willis Creed (’48), 
March 14, 2010, Greensboro, 
NC. He was a student  
manager for the 1945-46  
football team. His team  
members affectionately called 
him “Crusher Creed” and  
“Dynamite Creed” for his 
courage in overcoming  
disabilities.

Charles Edward Sharp (’48), 
Jan. 14, 2010, New Bern, 
NC. He served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II 
and received a Purple Heart. 
He graduated from the Yale 
University Divinity School and 
spent a year of postgraduate 
study at Virginia Theological 
Seminary. He was ordained 
to the Order of Priest in the 
Episcopal Church in 1952 and 
served several mission  

churches, was a college curate 
at St. Paul’s in Greenville, NC, 
and served as rector for seven 
years at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Beaufort, NC. 
He became rector of Christ 
Church in New Bern, NC, in 
1962, and retired in 1991 as 
rector emeritus.

Warren Woodlief Smith Sr. 
(’48), March 13, 2010, Louis-
burg, NC. He was a teacher 
and coach at Epson High 
School and Edward Best High 
School, a principal at Edward 
Best and superintendent of 
Franklin County Schools for 
23 years. He spent 44 years in 
education. After retirement 
he served as a part-time math 
instructor at Louisburg  
College. He served in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps during World 
War II, was a member of the 
Louisburg Lions Club and was 
named Man of the Year by the 
Louisburg Rotary Club. In 1989 
he was honored by Edward 
Best with the naming of the 
Warren W. Smith Classroom 
Building. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Betty. He is 
survived by a son, a daughter 
and three grandchildren,  
including Paul McNamara  
(JD ’03).

William Alexander Wood (’48), 
Dec. 9, 2009, Gainesville, GA. 
He served in the Merchant 
Marines during World War II. 
He graduated from Kirksville 
College of Osteopathic  
Medicine and had a practice 
for 43 years in Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL. He is survived by his wife 
of 55 years, Marcia; five  
children: William Jr. (’77,  
MD ’81), Laurie, David,  
James and Mary; and 10 
grandchildren.

Joseph Blair Woodward (’48), 
Jan. 28, 2010, Cary, NC. He 
received his master’s from 
UNC-Chapel Hill and served in 
the U.S. Navy. He was a high 
school teacher for 42 years 
in Bunn and Charlotte, NC, 
Florida and Hawaii.

Betty Fay Ballinger (’49), 
March 10, 2010, Pueblo, CO. 
She graduated from South-
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary. She taught at  
Pleasant View Baptist Church 
for four years and worked in 
the medical records depart-
ment of Colorado State  
Hospital for 16 years.

Clarence L. Gantt (’49,  
MD ’52), Feb. 26, 2010,  
Cleveland, OH. He was a  
veteran of World War II, held 
two patents and wrote a book 
of poetry. He was an associate 
professor at the University of 
Chicago, a professor at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago, 
and vice president of the  
Abbott Pharmaceutical  
Research Department. He 
spent 15 years in a private 
practice specializing in neph-
rology and endocrinology in 
Joliet, IL, before his retire-
ment.

Henry Carlyle Isaacs (’49), 
Nov. 8, 2009, Birmingham, AL. 
He served in the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps during World 
War II. He received his JD 
from the University of Ala-
bama and was an attorney for 
50 years. He enjoyed vintage 
convertible cars and the Big 
Band era music.

Edwin Lee Pierce (’49,  
MD ’52), Dec. 25, 2009,  
Raleigh NC. He is survived 
by his wife, Judy; three sons, 
Paul, David and Tim (’92); two 
daughters, Kathy and Beth; 
four grandchildren; and a 
brother, Hubert Pierce (’54, 
MD ’58).

Walter Boyd Beeker Sr. (’50), 
Jan. 20, 2010, Lexington, NC. 
He served in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean War. He 
received his master’s from  
Appalachian State University 
and was retired from the 
Thomasville City School  
System. He was a former  
principal at Southmont  
Elementary School. He was 
preceded in death by a son, 
Ike. He is survived by his wife, 
Jo Ann; two sons, Walter Jr. 
(’81) and William; a daughter, 
Adelaide; and five grand-
children.

Edward William Bradley Sr. 
(’50), Dec. 30, 2009, Stratford, 
CT. He served in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. He 
played minor league baseball 
in Goldsboro, NC, where a 
Wake Forest alum convinced 
him to attend college. He 
played football at Wake  
Forest with “Peahead” Walker, 
played three seasons with the 
Chicago Bears, and four  
seasons with the Montreal 
Alouttes under “Peahead”  
in the Canadian League.  
After retiring from football,  

he worked as a personnel 
manager with Sikorsky Air-
craft and Pratt & Whitney 
before changing his career to 
carpentry. He is survived by 
two children, Ed Bradley Jr. 
(’72) and Linda Miller, and five 
grandchildren.

William Richard Eaton (’50), 
Nov. 3, 2009, Yadkinville, NC.

Wilbur K. Massey (’50), 
March 3, 2010, Raleigh, NC. 
He served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during World War II. 
He retired after 33 years with 
Wachovia as vice president 
of retail loan administration. 
He was preceded in death 
by his father, Hilliard Joshua 
Massey (1908), and his uncle, 
Joseph Preston Massey 
(1918).

Vernon Martin Mustian (’50, 
MD ’58), March 14, 2010,  
Lexington, SC. He had to put 
his college education on hold to 
serve in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. He played  
basketball and was on the 
baseball team in the finals of 
the NCAA College World 
Series in 1949. He played for 
the Tobacco State League and 
Coastal Plain League before 
enrolling in medical school. He 
was a neurologist in Green-
ville, SC, until his retirement 
in 1989. He loved hunting, his 
honeybees and fishing. He was 
preceded in death by a son, 
Vernon (’80). He is survived by 
his wife, Sarah; a son, Benjamin 
(’97); two daughters, Laura 
Anderson (’89) and Jo Ann 
(’75); and grandchildren,  
including William Mustian (’09). 
Memorials may be made to 
St. John’s Episcopal Church in 
Columbia, SC, the South Caro-
lina Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association, or the Wake  
Forest University Athletic  
Department, 499 Deacon Blvd., 
Winston-Salem, NC 27105.

Thomas Lee Clark (’51),  
Feb. 22, 2010, Wilmington, 
DE. He served in the U.S. 
Army and was a retired corpo-
rate lawyer with DuPont. He 
is survived by a sister-in-law, 
Louise Turner Clark (’51), and 
two nieces. Memorials may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, PO Box 96011, 
Washington, DC 20090-6011 
or to Wake Forest University, 
University Advancement,  
PO Box 7227, Winston-Salem, 
NC 27109-7227.
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William W. Uthlaut (MD ’54), 
March 15, 2010, Apopka, FL. 
He was a flight surgeon sta-
tioned in Cherry Point, NC. He 
practiced family medicine for 
45 years in Winter Garden and 
Winter Park, FL, and was an 
aviation medical examiner.

Valentine Thompson  
Winstead (’54), Feb. 23, 2009, 
Whiteville, NC. She was pre- 
deceased by her husband, 
Winfred Basil Winstead Jr. 
(’55). She is survived by two 
daughters, eight grandchildren, 
and a sister, Lou Tucker (’51).

Bob Maynard Inge (’56),  
Jan. 27, 2010, Fredericksburg, 
TX. He served in the U.S. 
Army and helped establish 
a health administration 
education program at Ft. Sam 
Houston before retiring as a 
colonel. He served the Baylor 
Hospital in Dallas, the Catholic 
order of the Daughters of 
Charity in Baltimore, and 
worked in the Vice Chancellor’s 
office at the University of 
Texas.

Arnold “Butch” Cope (’57), 
March 10, 2010, Seagate, NC. 
He had a 32-year career with 
the U.S. Department of  
Justice and was a retired  
manager for the U.S. Immigra-
tion Naturalization Service,  
El Paso Intelligence Center 
and the U.S. Navy Reserves.

Malon Rhodes Smith (’57), 
Jan. 8, 2010, Norwood, NC. 
He served in the U.S. Air Force 
during World War II and the 
Korean War. He was a  
certified public accountant 
with Haskins & Sells in  
Charlotte, NC, and vice  
president of Metals Engineer-
ing in Greeneville, TN. He was 
a retired president of Belmont 
Heritage Corp. in Belmont, 
NC. After retirement, he 
served as chairman of the 
board of Belmont Savings & 
Loan. He is survived by his 
wife, Lula; a daughter, Nancy; 
five grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; and three  
sisters, Betty Joyner (’49), 
Stella Brown (’57, P ’89) and 
Amelia Strickland (’62).

Edward L. Stevens (MD ‘57), 
Nov. 20, 2009, Macon, GA.  
He served in the U.S. Air 
Force. He interned at Valley 
Forge Hospital in Pennsylvania 
and was chief of ophthalmol-
ogy and otolaryngology at 
Keesler Air Force Base in  
Mississippi before completing 
his residency at the Eye, Ear, 
Nose and Throat Hospital of 
Tulane University. He began 
a private practice in Macon in 
1963.

Joe Cleveland Layell (’58), 
Jan. 26, 2010, Elkin, NC. He 
was a retired finance officer 
and tax collector with the 
Town of Elkin. He loved fishing 
and trains, was a Boy Scout 
leader, and a member of the 
Jaycees and Kiwanis.

Arthur Randolph Palmer 
(’58), Jan. 16, 2010, Harrells-
ville, NC. He attended the 
U.S. Navy Officer Candidate 
School and was released as a 
lieutenant. He was with J.W. 
York & Co. from 1967 to 1991 
and was a sales representa-
tive with The Buying Office in 
Atlanta. After retirement, he 
worked with Kenyon Bailey 
Garden Supply in Elizabeth 
City, NC, and Ace Hardware  
in Ahoskie, NC.

Thomas Lyde Wallace (’58), 
Dec. 13, 2009, Raleigh, NC.  
He served in the U.S. Air Force 
during the Korean War. He 
had a 45-year career in sales 
in the plumbing, heating and 
air conditioning wholesale 
industry beginning with Atlas 
Supply Co. in 1958. He retired 
from Murray Supply Co. in 
2003.

James Edward Brown (’59), 
March 31, 2010, Wilmington, 
NC. He graduated from the 
U.S. Naval Academy Officer 
Candidate School. He was a 
pilot and flight instructor until 
his discharge in 1968 as a  
lieutenant commander. He 
and his family moved  
frequently over the next 16 
years while he was in the  
shipping industry. They settled 
in Wilmington in 1984, and he 
retired from the N.C. State 
Ports Authority in 2002.

Jesse Fulton Buffkin (’59), 
Dec. 18, 2009, Lumberton, 
NC. He was an assistant head-
master who taught math and 
coached football at Summit 
Day School. He taught English 
as a second language and 
Spanish at Willow Glen High 
School in San Jose, CA. He 
enjoyed fishing, photography, 
travel and archeology.

Willie Gray Ragsdale (’59), 
Feb. 9, 2010, Winston-Salem, 
NC. He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Gay. He is survived 
by two daughters, Kelly  
Ragsdale Virgil (’81) and 
Krista Ragsdale Byrd.

Verona “Ronnie” Swaim (’59), 
Feb. 11, 2010, Midlothian, VA. 
She is survived by three chil-
dren and seven grandchildren.

Hugh B. Wagner (’59),  
Nov. 29, 2009, Florence, SC. 
His civil service career began 
with the U.S. Army Rocket and 
Guided Missile Agency in  
Alabama in 1959 before he 
transferred to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Treasury in South 
Carolina. He served 34 years 
with the Internal Revenue  
Service and retired as a  
collection group manager 
in 1994. After retirement he 
worked part-time as a mail 
carrier with CP&L and as a 
substitute teacher in the  
Florence Schools. He served 
in the Alabama and S.C. Army 
National Guards and the U.S. 
Army for 30 years. He retired 
in 1989 as a colonel. He was a 
member of the Wake Forest 
College Birthplace Society.

Robert Neil Chafin (’60),  
Jan. 16, 2010, Winston-Salem, 
NC. His survivors include a 
son, Chris Chafin (’85).

Carolyn “Susie” Denning 
Cooke (’60), Feb. 10, 2010, 
Morehead City, NC. Her  
career began as a deputy 
clerk and then secretary for 
the High Point Police Depart-
ment before she became a 
policewoman and youth  
counselor in 1970. After many 
positions within the depart-
ment, she retired in 1991 as 
the first woman lieutenant.

Walter Shear Foster (’60), 
Jan. 21, 2010, Winston-Salem, 
NC. He was a sales represen-
tative with Paul B. Williams Co. 
He was one of the founders 
of Dunn, Foster & Spain-
hour, a grading contractor in 
Winston-Salem. He retired as 
owner in 2006. He loved  
collecting model trains.

Patricia Littleton Hall (’60), 
Dec. 31, 2009, Monroe, NC. 
She is survived by her hus-
band, Durrow Curtis Hall Jr. 
(’59).

Rowland L. Matteson Jr. (’60), 
Feb. 11, 2010, Copenhagen, 
Denmark. He served on the 
faculty at various universities 
until his retirement in 1994 
from Olive-Harvey College in 
Chicago. After retirement, he 
moved to Copenhagen and 
enjoyed his hobby of writing 
about Scandinavian silver, with 
a dozen or more articles pub-
lished by Silver Magazine.

Jack E. Jensen (’61),  
March 28, 2010, Greensboro, 
NC. He was a “walk-on” with 
the 1960-61 ACC champion-
ship basketball team under 
“Bones” McKinney. He  
received his master’s from 
UNC-Greensboro and 
coached boy’s basketball at 
Elkin (NC) High School for two 
years. He coached at Guilford 
College in Greensboro for 
45 years and led them to two 
NAIA championships (one in 
basketball and one in golf) 
and two NCAA Division III 
championships in golf. He 
was in his 33rd season as golf 
coach. He started out in 1965 
as an assistant basketball 
coach and was head coach for 
29 years beginning in 1970. He 
was a member of the NAIA, 
North Carolina, Guilford 
County, Guilford College, 
Wake Forest University and 
Golf Coaches Association of 
America halls of fame. In 2009, 
Guilford’s main basketball 
floor was renamed the Jack 
Jensen Court.

Sallie Pickard Page (MA ’62), 
Jan. 6, 2010, Winston-Salem, 
NC. She was a teacher at 
Konnoak Junior High School, 
a walking tour guide in Old 
Salem and a receptionist for 
Vinni Frederick’s Academy of 
Dance Arts.














