






A soldier’s fortune
By Richard E. Beale, Jr. (’64)

C O N S T A N T & T R U E

THIS PAST NOVEMBER my wife,

Wynne, and I attended Wake

Forest’s annual Stewardship Break-

fast. I had the privilege of introduc-

ing the first recipient of the Robert

M. Helm Leadership Endowment,

Cadet Cameron L. Smith, a sopho-

more from Colorado Springs, Colo-

rado. Wynne and I established, with

some help from others, the Helm

Endowment to assist deserving

ROTC cadets. 

The link between Dr. Bob Helm

(’39) and ROTC dates to 1946.

Upon his return to the Wake Forest

faculty following Army service in

World War II, Dr. Helm worked

diligently to bring ROTC to the

campus by 1951. His vision has

given nearly 1,500 Wake Forest

graduates the opportunity to make 

a positive difference by serving 

their country. That is why we chose

to honor Dr. Helm. 
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ROTC visionary Bob Helm (’39), front, with scholarship recipient Cameron Smith and, back row, left to right, MSG Frank Thomas, 
Dick Beale (’64), and LTC Keith Callahan
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Because of ROTC, Wake Forest

and the Army are inextricably

linked as two of six major building

blocks that shaped the person I was

to become. The other four, you ask:

my parents, my faith, my teachers,

and Wynne (my most loving critic).

Wake Forest has been constant and

true to me in two obvious ways—

first, in relationships built and 

nurtured, and second, in my liberal

arts education. 

Many of my better traits were

borrowed from those with whom I

associated at Wake Forest. The lib-

eral arts curriculum was exactly the

right balance of knowledge for one

who was to become a Jack-of-all-

trades Army officer. The third seg-

ment of my constant and true jour-

ney focused on a single event and

one other person. But it changed

my life forever. 

I was born in the nation’s capital

and grew up in Bethesda, Maryland.

That makes me a Yankee although

two of my great-great grandfathers

fought in Lee’s Army of Northern

Virginia. But at Wake Forest in 1960,

while geography made me a Yankee,

society had not. The Washington,

D.C., I knew growing up was a

“Southern” city with segregated

facilities. By the time I was in high

school, Washington and Maryland

schools were integrated, but out of

2,200 students at my high school,

only six were African American. I

only knew one by name. During 

my time at Wake Forest, the only

black member of the Class of 1964 

I can recall is our now-distinguished

alumnus, Ed Reynolds. 

This brings me to a moment of

truth, and perhaps my greatest les-

son at Wake Forest. I routinely

attended Sunday worship at Wait

Chapel. One Sunday I took a seat 

in an empty row toward the back.

Just before the service began, Ed

Reynolds sat down next to me and

introduced himself. Outside I tried

to appear calm, but inside I was

most uncomfortable. I had never

thought of myself as racially preju-

diced, but I couldn’t explain my

feelings. Yet to this day, I thank 

God that Ed Reynolds sat next to

me one Sunday long ago. For it 

was at that moment I was forced 

to admit to myself prejudices I 

had never acknowledged. I knew 

I would never be the same. 

For one hour Ed Reynolds and 

I worshiped, praised, and prayed to

God Almighty. If we were equal in

the eyes of God, we had to be equal

in the eyes of each other. I have one

regret—that I never thanked Ed

Reynolds until now. So Ed, if you

read this, even though you probably

don’t remember the circumstances,

thank you for helping me turn a 

big corner early in my life. Is it not

remarkable that the campaign to

conquer racial prejudice in my

young life began at a nearly all-

white school in North Carolina? 

Suffice it to say that Wake Forest

has been constant and true to me,

but what about my scorecard? Have 

I been constant and true to the Pro

Humanitate spirit of Wake Forest? 

I believe my wife and our sons

would say yes, but perhaps you

should ask them. I hope that the

soldiers with whom I served and led

for thirty-two years (black, white,

brown, yellow, and red) would say 

I was competent, fair, just, compas-

sionate, and left each unit a little

better off when I departed. 

One of my most treasured pos-

sessions is a letter from the father 

of one of my soldiers, which I

received shortly after relinquishing

command of a brigade in Germany.

It read in part, “It was our son’s 

good fortune that at a very critical

time in his life he was able to find in

your person a role model whom he

both admired and respected. For that 

I am greatly in your debt.” 

To me the spirit of Pro Humani-

tate has always meant making a

positive difference. That is why I

chose to remain a soldier for thirty-

two years. It is why some choose 

to be teachers, doctors, lawyers,

engineers, business executives, or

whatever their calling—to make 

a positive difference. 

Richard E. Beale, Jr. (’64), graduated

with a B.A. in economics. He was

commissioned in the Regular Army in

June 1964 and retired in 1996 at the

grade of Major General. He is now an

active volunteer living in Mathews

County, Virginia, on the shores of the

Chesapeake Bay.

To make a gift to the Robert 

M. Helm Leadership Endowment

fund, contact Cameron Meador (’01,

MAEd ’02) at meadorcm@wfu.edu

or(336)758-4834.
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Thursday, September 13	

“Wait...Wait...Don’t Tell Me!”, the oddly informative news 
show from NPR, will be broadcast live from Wait Chapel. For 
ticket information, visit www.wfdd.org

Friday, September 14 

10 a.m., Half-Century Club Gathering and Photograph  
Reynolda Hall, Main Lounge (Green Room) 
Share special memories of your years at Wake Forest and 
celebrate the induction of the Class of 1957 into the Half 
Century Club. Followed by Half-Century Club picture at 	
11:30 a.m. $10 per picture.  

Noon – 6 p.m., Homecoming Registration   
Reynolda Hall Main Lobby (Quad/Green Room level) 
For all alumni, except the Half-Century Club.

11:45 a.m., Half-Century Club Luncheon   
Benson University Center, Room 401
The Class of 1957 will also be honored as the first class 	
to graduate from the new campus.
$15 per person (no charge for members of the 	
Class of 1957 or emeriti faculty)
 
1 p.m., Alumni Admissions Forum   
Benson University Center, Room 410
Alumni and their high school students are invited to join the 
Admissions Office to learn how to conduct the college search. 
To register, contact Dawn Calhoun at calhoude@wfu.edu or 
(336) 758-5177.
 
2:30 p.m., Return to the Classroom   
Benson University Center, Room 407
Professor of Physics Jacque Fetrow will lead a class 	
discussion about pharmaceutical drug discovery and the 	
biotechnology industry. Register early, space is limited.

4 p.m., Alumni in Admissions (AIA) Training  
William G. Starling Hall (Admissions Office)
For AIA volunteers and those interested in 	
volunteering. To register, contact Dawn Calhoun 	
at calhoude@wfu.edu or (336) 758-5177.

5 – 7 p.m., Alumni, Faculty and Emeriti Faculty Reception 
Reynolda Hall, Main Lounge (Green Room) and Magnolia Patio 
$5 per person; light refreshments, cash bar.

7:30 p.m., Homecoming Bonfire 
Davis Field 
Get your Homecoming spirit off to a blazing start; featuring live 
music, food, the football team and Homecoming Court. 

Saturday, September 15

10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Homecoming Registration  
Thomas K. Hearn Jr. Plaza/The Quad

9:30 a.m., Service of Remembrance
Wait Chapel
A memorial service to honor alumni and faculty who have 
passed away between October 2006 and August 2007. 	
All are welcome.
	
10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Festival on the Quad   
Thomas K. Hearn Jr. Plaza/The Quad
A Homecoming favorite for young and old alike with food, 
children’s games, music and much more! 

Two hours prior to kick-off, Deacon Walk   
Groves Stadium (in front of Bridger Field House)  
Come cheer on the Deacons as they prepare to take on Army.

Two hours prior to kick-off, Pre-Game Alumni Tailgate   
Enjoy a catered tailgate in the Red Lot at Groves Stadium. 
SPECIAL OFFER: You can purchase a “football game and tailgate” 
ticket for $40. If you already have football tickets, you can 	
purchase “tailgate only” tickets for $15. Football/tailgate tickets 
will be provided in your Homecoming registration packet; no 
tickets will be mailed. Children over 2 years of age must have 	
a football ticket to enter the stadium; there are no youth 	
prices available.

TBD, Wake Forest vs. Army  
For tickets to the game only, call 1-888-758-DEAC. In order to 
sit with your class, you need to purchase the package through 
the alumni office. Order tickets under one name if you want to 
sit with a group of friends. 

Post-Game Party  
Groves Stadium 
Immediately following the football game, the fun continues with 
entertainment from the band The Fantastic Shakers.
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Events for Reunion Classes and Professional Schools
All reunion classes for undergraduate and professional schools will 
participate in the Pre-Game Tailgate and Post-Game Party at Groves 
Stadium on Saturday, September 15. See details under General 
Homecoming Events. Although many events are free, please register 	
so we can plan each activity for the proper number of guests.

Class of 1957
Half Century Club Events
See details under Half Century Club in the General Homecoming events

6:30 p.m., Class Dinner, Old Town Club, $35 per person

Class of 1962
6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Class Party at the home of Elms and Harriet Allen, 	
513 Westover Avenue

Class of 1967
7 p.m., Class Party at the home of Anne Kennedy Brock, 	
4640 Cherryhill Lane

Class of 1972
7:30 p.m., Class Party at the home of Keith and Lydia Vaughan, 	
4440 Bent Tree Farm Road

Class of 1977
7:30 p.m., Class Party at Jack Welker’s Catered Affairs, 	
$15 per person

Class of 1982
8 p.m., Class Party at the home of David and Lisa Rowell, 	
809 Arbor Road

Class of 1987
8 - 11 p.m., Class Party at the home of Mari and Tom Valaoras, 	
1853 Virginia Road	

Class of 1992
8:30 p.m., Class Party at Diamondback Grill, 751 North Avalon Road

Class of 1997
9 p.m., Class Party, Shorty’s, Benson Center
 
Class of 2002
9 p.m. , Five-Year Reunion Kick-Off Party, Reynolda Hall, Lu Leake 
Foyer (outside the Magnolia Room)

Important Registration Information
A limited number of tickets for paid events will be available for purchase 
at the door. We strongly encourage you to register now to guarantee 	
your place. 

All prepaid tickets to events (including the special “football and tailgate 
ticket” package) will be put in your registration packet; no tickets will 
be mailed. General alumni registration packets will be available during 
Registration on Friday and Saturday.

Campus Organizations
Many campus organizations are planning their own Homecoming activities. 
Visit www.wfu.edu/homecoming and/or contact any groups with which 
you are affiliated (such as Greek organizations, service clubs, social organi-
zations, religious groups, cultural groups, Women’s Studies, etc.) for details. 

Questions?
Contact the Office of Alumni Activities (800) 752-8568

Class of 1972
Fairfield Inn and Suites
1680 Westbrook Plaza Drive
(336) 714-3000
$72 kings & doubles/ $119 suite

Class of 1977
Residence Inn
7835 North Point Blvd.
(336) 759-0777
$92 studio/ $139-2 bedroom

Class of 1982
Twin City Quarter
425 North Cherry Street
(336) 725-3500
$119/ Marriott side

Class of 1987
Comfort Inn Cloverdale
110 Miller Street
(336) 721-0220
$80

Class of 1992
Class of 1997 
Wingate Inn
125 South Main Street
(336) 714-2800
$89

Babcock School
Hawthorne Inn
420 High Street
(336) 777-3000
$79.99

Law School  
Divinity School 
Holiday Inn Select
5790 University Parkway
(336) 767-9595
$79

General Alumni Hotels 	
(Ask for the Wake Forest Block)

Brookstown Inn
200 Brookstown Avenue
(336) 725-1120
$89 

Hampton Inn
1900 Hampton Inn Court
(336)760-1660
$89

Hawthorne Inn
420 High Street
(336) 777-3000
$79.99

Holiday Inn Select
5790 University Parkway
(336) 767-9595
$76.99

 

Reunion Class Hotels
Ask for your Wake Forest 	
Class Year/Professional 	
School block

Half Century Club
Class of 1957
Class of 1962
Sundance Plaza Hotel and Suites
3050 University Parkway
(336) 723-2911 
$89.99

Class of 1967 
Class of 2002
Courtyard by Marriott 	
(University Parkway)
3111 University Parkway
(336) 727-1277
$99
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Please return this form by September 1 to the address below or register online at  
www.wfu.edu/homecoming or fax to 336.758.4800

Homecoming/Reunion 2007
Office of Alumni Activities
P.O. Box 7227
Winston-Salem, NC 27109-7227

Name ___________________________________________________________ (maiden) ____________________________ Class Year __________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Daytime telephone (with area code) _________________________________________ E-mail ____________________________________________

Name of spouse or guest  ________________________________________________________________________________  Class Year _________

General Alumni Hotels 	
(Ask for the Wake Forest Block)

Brookstown Inn
200 Brookstown Avenue
(336) 725-1120
$89 

Hampton Inn
1900 Hampton Inn Court
(336)760-1660
$89

Hawthorne Inn
420 High Street
(336) 777-3000
$79.99

Holiday Inn Select
5790 University Parkway
(336) 767-9595
$76.99
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Please indicate the number of people attending the following events:	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	  	

GENERAL HOMECOMING EVENTS	 Number Attending	 Price

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14	 	

	

Half Century Club Gathering 	 _____________	 No charge

	

Half Century Club Picture 	

($10 per picture)	 _____________	 $_________

	

Half Century Club Luncheon 	

($15.00 per person; no charge 	

for members of Class of 1957 	

or emeriti faculty)	 _____________	 $__________	

	

Alumni Admissions Forum or Alumni 	
in Admissions Training 	
(call 336-758-4930 to register)	 	 	

	

Return to the Classroom	 _____________	 No charge

	 	

	

Alumni Reception	 _____________	 $__________	

($5 per person/cash bar)	

	 	

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15	 	

	

Service of Remembrance	 _____________	 No charge

	

Festival on the Quad	 _____________	 No charge

	

Pre-Game Alumni Tailgate/Football  
ticket package “Football game and 	

Tailgate” ticket @ $40 per person	 _____________	 $__________	

Tailgate ticket only @$15 per person	 _____________	 $__________	

	

Wake Forest vs. Army 	

(call 888-758-DEAC for 	

football tickets only)	

	

Post-Game Party at  
Groves Stadium 	 _____________	 No charge

	 	

REUNION CLASSES AND 	 Number Attending	 Price	

PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL EVENTS	

NOTE: Please sign up for the Pre-Game 	

Tailgate and Post-Game Party using the 	

General Registration Form (at left)

	 	  	

Class of 1957 Dinner ($35 per person)	 _____________	 $_________

Class of 1962 Class Party 	 _____________	 No charge

Class of 1967 Class Party 	 _____________	 No charge

Class of 1972 Class Party 	 _____________	 No charge

Class of 1977 Class Party ($15 pp)	 _____________	 $_________	

Class of 1982 Class Party 	 _____________	 No charge

Class of 1987 Class Party 	 _____________	 No charge

Class of 1992 Class Party 	 _____________	 No charge

Class of 1997 Class Party 	 _____________	 No charge

Class of 2002  
Five-Year Reunion Kickoff Party	 _____________	 No charge

	

SUBTOTAL	 	 $_________

Registration fee (this fee is used so that we 	

can continue to keep the costs for events as 	

low as possible-or free-for alumni events 	

such as receptions, the Festival on the Quad, 	

and more.)	 	 $5.00

TOTAL	 	 $__________

	 	 	

Method of payment:
_____  Check enclosed (make checks payable to Wake Forest University)

_____  Credit card (please complete the following information)

Name (as on card)  __________________________________________

MasterCard __________         Visa __________         AmEx __________

Card number  ______________________________________________  

Expiration date  _____________________________________________

Signature  _________________________________________________



Double Deacons

Alton L. Absher Jr. and Alton L. Absher III,
father and son from Winston-Salem, started
at Wake Forest School of Law three years
ago and graduated together May 21. “It
was Dad’s idea,” said the younger Absher,
who said his father had always wanted 
to be an attorney and when he retired
early from an information technology job,
started thinking about it more. After a
year, he called up his son and suggested
the two of them start law school. Alton III
will work in patent law, while his father
plans to practice estate law.


