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	Guided Reading The Four Blocks Way Thinking Strategies
	Thinking Strategies by Keene, Miller, Harvey, and more researchers…

	· Connecting

· Predicting / Anticipating

· Inferring

· Summarizing / Concluding

· Questioning / Monitoring

· Imaging / Visualizing
· Evaluating / Applying
	· Inference (Predicting / Anticipating) 
· Making Connections to Text / Schema / Building Background Knowledge

· Visualization / Sensory Imaging / Mental Images

· Synthesizing / Summarizing / Concluding & Evaluating / Applying
· Questioning (Before and During and After Reading) 

· Monitoring Your Thinking / Fix-It Strategies 

· Determining Importance


1. Inference – Readers use their prior knowledge and information from what they read to make prediction, seek answers to questions, draw conclusions, and create interpretations that deepen their understanding of the text.
2. Mental Images - Readers create a wide range of visual, auditory, and other sensory images as they read, and they become emotionally involved with what they read.
3. Use Background Knowledge - Readers use their relevant prior knowledge before, during, and after reading to enhance their understanding of what they’re reading.
4. Ask Questions - Readers generate questions before, during, and after reading to clarify meaning, make predictions, and focus their attention on what’s important.
5. Determining Importance - Readers identify key ideas or themes as they read, and they can distinguish between important and unimportant information.
6. Synthesize Thinking - Readers track their thinking as it evolves during reading, to get the overall meaning.

7. Fix It Strategies - Readers are aware of when they understand and when they don’t.  If they have trouble understanding specific words, phrases, or passages, they use a wide range of problem-solving strategies including skipping ahead, rereading, asking questions, summarizing, visualizing, predicting, and building background knowledge.

7 Keys to Comprehension by Susan Zimmermann and Chryse Hutchins
Guided Reading Bibliography

Guided Reading the Four Blocks Way by Cunningham, Hall, Cunningham

Mosaic of Thought by Keene

Strategies That Work By Harvey

Reading With Meaning By Debbie Miller

I Read It But I Don’t Get It By Tovani

When Kids Can’t Read What Teachers Can Do By Beers

Comprehension By Owocki 

Subjects Matter By Harvey Daniels

7 Keys to Comprehension:  How to Help your Kids Read it and Get It By Zimmermann

The Fluent Reader By Rasinski

Good-bye Round Robin by Opitz and Rapinski

Choice Words by Peter Johnston

Explaining Reading by Gerald Duffy
Koala Lou by Mem Fox

Animal Olympics   see  http://www.readinga-z.com/ for book

Explicitly Teaching 

· When teaching a thinking comprehension strategy explicitly, it’s important to tell what the strategy is, when and how it is used, and why its use will be beneficial.  Some teachers say, “This is what readers do when they read.”  
Making Meaning From Text

· Children are encouraged to discuss what and how they read.  Students are asked to understand that readers don’t aimlessly plow through words then assume that they have mastered the reading task.  They are active thinkers who use all sorts of strategies to make meaning.
Character Traits Defined

· Qualities that describe a character’s personality.  Readers get to know the character through the traits.  It’s the stuff that authors put in the story to let you get to know the characters.  An author reveals these traits through the characters actions, words, thoughts, feelings, imagines, likes and dislikes and how other people respond to the character (she’s so stubborn). 

The writer tells us about the character in several ways:
1.Tells us directly.

2.Gives the actual words of the character.

3.Reveals what a character is feeling.

4.Tells about characters’ actions.

5.Tells how other people respond to a character.

Inference Definition Used Today:

To Make An Inference Students Have To…
1.Use text (the words)
2.Use visual evidence (the pictures)

3.Use their understanding of story (schema)

= Think what would make sense (inference)

Writing After Reading

	Book 
	Question
	It Says
	So
	I Say

	Goldilocks and the Three Bears
	Why did she break Baby bear’s chair?

	Story says she sits down in the baby chair but she’ no baby.

	Baby chairs aren’t very big because they are for babies and she is bigger and so she weighs more.
	And so she is too heavy for it and it breaks.


	Koala Lou by Mem Fox
	Why was Koala Lou so determined to win the gum tree race?
	It says Koala Klaws went up the gum tree in 22 seconds flat.
	So, I know Koala Klaws is really fast.  I watched the real Olympics.  I know this time is a quick and fast time.  
	I say, it is going to be really hard for Koala Lou is determined to win so she isn’t going to give up.  She is going to try her best.   

	Animal Olympics 
	Why was Bongo self-confident that he would win an event in the Animal Olympics?
	It says Bongo believes he will win every event on every page.
	So, I know that when someone thinks they will win something that means that they believe in themselves which means they have self confidence.  
	I say, Bongo was definitely has lots of self-confidence since on the last page he even wins the last event!  His self-confidence pays off.  
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