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In Guided Reading, the comprehension focus is like the rebar that holds buildings together. So—lesson planning is easy! 

Easy to get stuck on minutiae. Keep it bigger! The little is included in the big. 

Focus lessons in Guided Reading can serve two purposes:

help students think along with text

check the comprehension of specific text

 What are the focus lesson strategies for thinking along with text?

 
Think Aloud—orally indicate thinking along with text; planned and 



unplanned

+ Monitor—pay attention to whether it makes sense

Fix-up Strategies—what to do when you get stuck


Generating Questions—the wonderings you have

Answering questions—what in the text, in other texts, or in your 

experience helps you figure out the answer
 

Text Structures—identify the unique demands a particular kind of text 


places on the reader

Graphic Organizers—interpreting and producing visual displays of info

* Predict—what in the text or your own experience leads you to a logical 


next step; a kind of inference

Use Prior Knowledge—tapping into what you already know

* Mental Imagery—locate descriptors; tap into what you know about 


those words
 

Evaluate Importance—determining the relative value of a piece of 
information compared to the value of the whole
* Infer—the meaning the author intended but did not state; linchpin; all 


comprehension is inference
* Summarize—to express the gist; requires ability to evaluate importance

Synthesize—pull together disparate pieces to make a unified whole 

Hey! Whatever happened to main idea, supporting details, sequence? 

What are the elements so you can teach each of these?


+ I show this one as a model

* Small groups have an overhead to list prompts—I add to it; 

  use a book to instantiate

MONITOR

The brain is a sense-making system. You have to be thinking along with text to know if it makes sense.

To monitor means to pay attention to your brain to get a warning signal when things don’t make sense.

You pay attention to when and where you get confused. If you can’t explain it to someone else, you are confused about something you read. Figure out what that something is.

To fix a confusion, go back to where you last understood and re-read from there.

A way to check yourself (or for the teacher to check) is to think aloud as you read so you put together the text with your own sense making.

When you monitor, you “wonder” about the ideas in the text and stop to consider them when you get confused or it doesn’t make sense. 

Guided Reading Mini-Lesson:  Monitor

Meanwhile, Back at the Ranch by Trinka Hakes Noble

When I read, I tell part of my brain to pay attention so if something doesn’t make sense, my brain can tell me to STOP! Stop and find out why it didn’t make sense. Then I try to fix it.

Sometimes my brain tells me it doesn’t make sense because I read it wrong. That’s easy to fix. Like this (read):


. . .”I think I’ll walk into town and see what’s happening,” said Rancher 

Hicks. “Want to ride along, Elna?” 

“STOP!” my brain says. “That didn’t make sense. How can she ride if he is walking? Will she have a bicycle? This is confusing. Did you read that right?”

I go back to re-read it. Yep, I said the wrong thing. (read):


. . .” I think I’ll DRIVE into town and see what’s happening,” said Rancher 
Hicks. “Want to ride along, Elna?”

“Now it makes sense, says my brain.

Sometimes my brain tells me it doesn’t make sense because I don’t know what the words mean. My brain tells me to stop so I can find out what the words mean. Like this (read):


. . .Rancher Hicks strolled (“STOP!”) on over to the barber shop for a whisker trim 
(“STOP!”) and to hear the latest gossip (“STOP”). 

Boy, there are lots of words there I don’t know. Let’s see if I can figure them out. “Strolled” must be a way of going over to the barber shop. He “strolled”, so he walked? Ran? I don’t know, but everything in the town of Sleepy Gulch seems slow. No one seems to be in a hurry, so I don’t think he ran. I think it means to walk slowly. 

“Whisker trim”. Hmm. What’s a whisker? When you get a “trim” at the barber shop it means to “cut”.  So what do barbers cut? They cut hair, so he probably got a hair cut. I’ve never heard hair called whiskers before, but maybe that’s it.

“Gossip”. Now that is a strange word! Let me see again what it says:


Rancher Hicks strolled on over to the barber shop for a whisker trim and 
to hear the latest gossip.

What would you go hear? Especially if you lived far away from everyone else? It must mean something like “news”. He wants to find out what has been happening, but I think it may be bad news or something, because I think I heard my mama say, “Don’t gossip.” Or maybe it means news that isn’t true. That would make it bad to tell. I don’t know for sure, but I think it means something like “news”. And when I read on to the next sentence, that makes sense (read):


“So what’s new, Bob?” asked Rancher Hicks.

Yeah. Gossip must be something like the news.

Sometimes my brain tells me to stop because I didn’t read part of it, so it doesn’t make sense. Like this (read):


Meanwhile . . .back at the ranch . . . (2 pp.)


Meanwhile . . .back at the ranch . . .

“STOP!” my brain yells at me. “This story goes back and forth from the ranch to the town. There shouldn’t be two ranch sections together. What happened?” I tell my brain I’ll go back and re-read that section again. Oops! Two pages stuck together. I see why it didn’t make sense. Sometimes I skip things on the same page, too. That is confusing.

While you are reading today, tune your brain station in. (Adjust knobs of ears as if turning on a radio.) Let your brain do some work for you and find places where things don’t make sense. 

Here are some sticky notes. Put one down every place your brain told you to stop reading. On the sticky note, write down whether you read something wrong, didn’t know what the words meant, or if you forgot to read something and so it got confusing. Write the page number, too. 

After reading, you will share the places your brain told you to stop with your group. Then put your sticky notes on a piece of paper with your name and date to turn in to me. On the chart are the three things your brain will tell you to stop for.

PREDICT

To predict is to anticipate what will happen as a result of what you already know has happened.

Predicting is not a guess; it is a logical conclusion you draw from the evidence. It is a hypothesis you make based upon clues given in the text.

You predict also based upon your past experiences that you apply to this text.

When you think you know what will happen next, look back to find clues that you used without even knowing you did so.

INFER

Almost all comprehension, at some level, is inference. 

Inferring is reading “between the lines”. 

When you infer, you get the meaning the author meant but did not state.

The author leaves clues in the text so you can infer what heesh meant.

Find those clues, then use your own experience to infer information from the clues.

SUMMARIZE

Summarizing is a brief retelling of the whole text.

Summary is often confused with main idea (the key idea of the text).

Summaries usually include the main idea.

Summarization depends on your ability to evaluate the importance of ideas.

Summarization depends on your understanding of the structure of the text.

Summarization depends on your understanding of beginning, middle, and end.

