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The “Getting To Know You” instruction provides optimal student learning opportunities when we focus on the teacher    student interactions that shift over time.  We must consider how we mediate our conversations shifting our students through the stages of learning about print.

· Consider how the “Getting to Know You” sequences are opportunities for interaction and not just activities to fill up time.

· Mediated Learning – In mediated learning situations, intentional and deliberate interaction occurs between the adult and a child(children), and it leads to the development of many cognitive skills that form the foundation for intellectual development.  (Rueven Feuerstein)
Questions/Prompts that promote a mediated learning environment

· What do you notice about this name?

· How many letters does it have?

· How many tall letters?

· How many short letters?

· How many letters with sticks?

· How many letters with circles?

· How many letters with dots?

· How many ___’s?  (name a letter)

· How many parts does this name have? Clap it. Count the parts.

· Does it look like anyone else’s name?

· How does it look like that name?

· Does it sound like anyone else’s name?

· How does it sound like that name?

· Do you see any chunks you know?

· Does anyone else have those chunks in their name?
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