The Arts as Tool for Community Improvement

The Piedmont Triad Initiative for Community Arts is designed to support “arts-based projects intentionally designed to address community issues.”  PTICA is a collaborative venture sponsored jointly by Salem College, the Arts Council of Winston-Salem and Forsyth County, the High Point Area Arts Council, and the United Arts Council of Greater Greensboro.  This panel discussion will present a brief overview of the “community arts” movement, highlight national and regional examples of such work that serve as a catalyst for community engagement and transformation, and present examples of PTICA-identified projects underway in the Piedmont Triad area.

Doug Borwick will provide a U.S. context for community arts work and an overview of PTICA’s development, current operations, and plans.  Bonnie Poindexter will discuss Piedmont Opera’s collaboration with the Enrichment Center around the Fall 2008 production of Light in the Piazza, an opera centered on a developmentally disabled adult.  Lia Miller will describe the Center for Creative Aging’s Spring 2009 project Create and Celebrate featuring the creativity of older adults and people with memory loss.  The work of the Winston-Salem Youth Arts Institute will be presented by Executive Director Lynn Rhodes.  WSYAI engages young people with great potential who lack support systems in their home, neighborhood, and/or community.  It prepares them to “publish, stage, and film their life experiences so that they can transform their lives, become leaders, and effect change in the world.”   [Panel list is still tentative]
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