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Examples

Economic Development: Handmade in America (www.handmadeinamerica.org)

Education: Child of Our Time, (Santa Rosa H.S./Santa Rosa Symphony, Jeffrey Kahane)

Community Building/Improvement: Streetwise Opera (www.streetwiseopera.org); LAPD (www.lapovertydept.org)

Piedmont Triad Initiative for Community Arts

Salem College, the Arts Council of Winston-Salem/Forsyth County, the High Point Area Arts Council and the United Arts Council of Greater Greensboro are jointly sponsoring a multi-year project to harness the power of the arts to change individuals’ lives and our communities for the better.  For the purposes of the initiative, “community arts” means “arts-based projects intentionally designed to address community issues.”  Ideally, these will be carried out in partnership with community-based organizations.

Mission: PTICA encourages the arts to change individual lives and communities for the better. To achieve this end, PTICA seeks to foster lasting reciprocal working relationships between arts organizations, artists, and the broader community.

Vision: PTICA envisions itself as the catalyst of Triad community arts projects so that artists, arts organizations, community organizations, and the public begin to see the arts as a powerful tool for community improvement. 

Goals: 

1. Artists and arts organizations understand their role as a contributor to the improvement of individuals’ lives and begin to develop more work that does so.

2. Community organizations, community leaders, and the public utilize the arts as an important vehicle for addressing social issues.

3. Funders—public and private—support the power of the arts to transform individual lives and entire communities for the better and allocate more resources toward those ends.

Community Arts Projects

Evaluation Criteria

Arts-based projects intentionally designed to address community issues, 

best designed and implemented in partnerships between arts and community participants.

Community Need

Was[were] the community need[s] being addressed identified by working with the community and/or the beneficiaries being served?  (Avoid “Outsider knows best” approaches.)

Is[Are] the community need[s] being addressed clearly articulated?

Project Design

Is the project clearly and concisely described?

Does the project directly address the community need(s) identified?

Was the project developed in consultation with the community and/or beneficiaries served and arts specialists?

Does the project make appropriate use of arts and community expertise?

Could the project be even more effective by involving other collaborators?

Project Implementation

Is the project carried out collaboratively (community organization(s) and artists/arts organizations)?

Is the project a long-term one supporting depth and quality of engagement among community constituencies?

Does the budget accurately reflect the cost of the project?

Do the participants have access to the human resources necessary to effectively implement the project?

Outcomes

Are the expected outcomes of the project stated as measurable ones? 

Do the stated outcomes directly and demonstrably meet (or address) the stated community need?

How effective can the project be in meeting the identified needs and in accomplishing the outcomes?

Impact

What will be the long-term impacts of the project, both with respect to the indentified community need(s) and supporting a healthier community, be?

Are there other community arts projects that could address the identified community needs more effectively?

