
IDIOSYNCRASY AND ARTISTIC VISION 

JOHN DILG, CHINA MARKS, AND T L SOLIEN 

The wwk of these three artists selected as part of this exhibition could not be more 

different. Paradmically, thew very differences help illuminate why they are successful 

in presenting the world -"their worlds," pernaps - in  such a way as ta tranxend the 

particular and engage the eye and win the empathy of the viewer. I believe that is close 

to what art does. Combining literary or other artistic allusion - "Moby Dlck" i s  the latest 

-with a personal Iconography, TL Solien delivers a decmstructlw, yet c o M e ,  

humorous, yet deeply personal, statement in  beautifully palnteriy fashlon. Wlth 

brilliantly colored cutouts collag& agalnst ominous, broDdlng backgrounds, he Ironically 

upends his chosen narratives with cpi- from his autobiography - parables, hang-ups, 

hamtings. In contrast, but similarly, John Dilg paints transcendent mnemonics and 

markers of life events and shared experiences. Nature and memory coalexe in 

a pictographic vmbulary, retlective rather than nostalgic, and with a gentle w i t  

that denies sentimentality. Hls colors are pastels, muted and calm. Very differently, 

China Marks uses an industrial swrlng machine as her paintbrush and scraps of 

comrnerclally made fabric as her palette to create her " s w n  drawings." Wlth superb 

craftsmanship and the juxtapositbning of colors, patterns, textures and forms, she 

creates fantastical tableaus of events and charactew - met lmes  surreal, sometimes 

slyly satirical, me t imes  poignant. Three artists, three ways of M n g :  each way 

peculiar to each artist. 
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