


Presidential Scholarships for Distin-
guished Achievement, begun in 1988,
are awarded to students who present
solid academic credentials and who
show evidence of extraordinary talent 
in the following areas of achievement:
art, community service, dance, debate,
entrepreneurship, leadership, music,
theatre and writing for publication.
Presidential Scholarships are renewable
for eight semesters of undergraduate
study. Presidential Scholars are not
required to major in their area of talent,
but are expected to actively participate
in that activity on campus.

Submitting the Application 

Both the completed scholarship applica-
tion and the completed application for
undergraduate admission must be post-
marked by December 1. Applicants
should note that it is their responsibility
to ensure that all portions of their appli-
cations are received in a timely fashion.
The Office of Merit-Based Scholarships
is not responsible for applications lost or
misdirected in the postal system. The
original and one copy of the entire
scholarship application must be mailed
to:

The Presidential Scholarship Committee
Office of Merit-Based Scholarships
Wake Forest University
P.O. Box 7305 
Winston-Salem, NC 27109-7305

Presidential Scholarship
Application Checklist 

A complete Presidential Scholarship
application includes:

Application form and two short essay
responses (original and one copy)

Documented evidence clearly labeled
with applicant’s name (original and 
one copy)

Recommendation form (original and
one copy)

Student signature on the application
form

Applicants will receive written verifica-
tion of the receipt of their scholarship
application. If the scholarship applica-
tion and admissions application are
completed by the appropriate deadline,
applicants will receive notification of
their status in this scholarship competi-
tion on or before March 15.

Contact Information

Coordinator, Presidential Scholarship 
for Distinguished Achievement

Office of Merit-Based Scholarships
Wake Forest University
P.O. Box 7305

Winston-Salem, NC 27109-7305

Phone: 336.758.4209

E-mail: scholarships@wfu.edu
Web site: www.wfu.edu/scholarships

Wake Forest University
Presidential Scholarship for Distinguished Achievement 



Art

SUBMIT TWO IDENTICAL PORTFOLIOS.

Applicants should submit their art port-
folio in the form of 35mm color slides
placed in a plastic slide sheet. (If slides
are not available, high resolution color
photographic prints may be submitted,
but are not preferable.) Applicants should
limit their portfolios to between 12 and
15 works. The portfolio should demon-
strate breadth of talent as well as the
medium of greatest proficiency (e.g.,
watercolor, sculpture, oil). The applicant’s
name and the title of each work should
be clearly indicated on each slide. In
addition, the following information should
be provided for each work on a separate
piece of paper: name of applicant, title of
work, dimensions and medium of work,
and indication of whether the piece was
completed independently or as part of a
class assignment. The art department is
especially interested in art that students
create outside of organized courses or
programs, as well as art created for a
class. Finally, applicants should submit a
brief statement about the artwork and its
importance to them.

Community Service

SUBMIT TWO IDENTICAL PORTFOLIOS.

Applicants should submit a portfolio
which provides examples of their
achievements and details their involve-
ment in community service. Applicants
may also include in their portfolio arti-
cles, brochures or slides describing their
activities, as well as recommendations
from supervisors involved in the activi-
ties, or testimonies of participants
involved in the programs. Applicants
should discuss only community activities
which lasted at least four months. A record
of honors or awards received should be
included with details describing the
nature of the award, sponsor, number of
applicants and selection process.

Dance

SUBMIT TWO IDENTICAL VIDEOTAPES.

Applicants must submit a videotape
recording (VHS format) which demon-
strates their talent. The video may 
contain ballet, jazz, contemporary or 
a combination of these disciplines; the
recording should take place in a dance
studio and be no longer than 10–12
minutes in length. Please follow the
guidelines for each respective discipline.
BALLET: Barre work should include plie,
tendu, ronde de jambe, developpe (front,
side and back) and grand battement
(front, side and back). The center work
should show pirouettes, small jumps
and a grand allegro. Female applicants
must include one classical variation on
point or a point combination consisting
of pirouettes and releve in arabesque.
Male applicants must include a classical
men’s variation or a combination includ-
ing tour en l’air and jumps and beats.
Please wear leotards and tights, no leg
warmers, skirts or loose clothing.
JAZZ: Include progressions across the
floor—isolations (head, shoulder, ribs,
hips or combination of these), batte-
ments (front, side and back), developpe
(front, side and back), turns (pirouettes,
pique, chaine), jumps and leaps. The
center work should include a lyrical
combination and second combination of
your choice. A short clip or a live solo or
small group performance can also be
included. Please make sure the video
clip is of good quality and that you are
easily identifiable when performing in a
small group.
CONTEMPORARY (MODERN): Center work
should include standing and floor warm-
up. Progressions across the floor may
include leg swings, developpes, batte-
ments, turns, jumps and leaps. Also
include two combinations. A short video
clip of a live solo or small group perform-
ance can also be included. Please make
sure the video clip is of good quality and
you are easily identifiable when perform-
ing in a group.

Debate

SUBMIT TWO IDENTICAL PORTFOLIOS.

Applicants should submit a portfolio
which includes a short statement
addressing their potential contribution
and goals for participation in the Wake
Forest University debate program. The
portfolio should also include a listing 
(by year) of tournaments, prelim and
elim records, honors and a list of summer
workshops attended. Supplemental letters
from members of the debate community
(coaches, summer workshop instructors,
etc.) are welcome but not required.

Entrepreneurship

SUBMIT TWO IDENTICAL PORTFOLIOS.

Applicants should submit a portfolio
which provides examples of their
achievements and details their involve-
ment in the area of entrepreneurship.
Portfolios should be clearly labeled with
your name, address, telephone number
and area of achievement. A record of
honors or awards received should be
included with details describing the
nature of the award, sponsor, number 
of applicants and selection process. To
facilitate our evaluation, the following
outline for your portfolio is suggested:
I. Background Statement What experi-
ences, events or persons, first led you to
entertain the idea of starting your own
business?
II. Research for the Idea: What research
did you do that helped you conclude
that this was a feasible idea?
III. Capital Needs: How much money did
you need to start the business? Where
did it come from? If borrowed, what
arrangements did you make to pay it
back?
IV. Getting Started: What were your first
steps in getting the business started?
How did you promote (advertise) your
business? What unexpected problems
arose and how did you handle them?

Application Guidelines for Areas of Achievement 

*Applicants may apply in more than one area of achievement but must submit separate applications for each area.

continued on next page



V. Business Experience: Once the business
was established, what unexpected prob-
lems or opportunities arose and how did
you handle them?
VI. Evaluation of the Endeavor: What is
your overall evaluation of your entrepre-
neurial effort? Would you do it the same
way again? If not, what would you do
differently?
VII. Entrepreneurial Advice: What advice
would you give to others who are think-
ing about starting their own businesses? 

Leadership

SUBMIT TWO IDENTICAL PORTFOLIOS.

Applicants must submit a portfolio which
provides examples of their achievements
and details their involvement in the area
of leadership. In addition to the portfolio,
applicants must submit a statement
which discusses how their leadership has
made a difference, as well as their three
most significant accomplishments as a
leader, indicating why these accomplish-
ments are unique. Portfolios may contain
word-processed, typewritten, photocopied
or original materials incorporated into a
folder labeled clearly with the applicant’s
name, address, telephone number and
area of achievement. A record of honors
or awards received should be included
with details describing the nature of the
award, sponsor, number of applicants
and selection process.

Music

SUBMIT TWO IDENTICAL AUDIO CASSETTE

TAPES OR COMPACT DISCS.

1) Recordings should be of the highest
audio quality possible. Only audio cas-
settes or compact disc recordings are
acceptable. Do not send video recordings.
Recordings should demonstrate a range
of repertoire and/or styles; it is advisable
to place first the performance that in your
judgment demonstrates your strongest
qualities.
2) Solo performance recordings required.
INSTRUMENTALIST AND  VOCALISTS: Two
to three pieces representing contrasting
styles from the Baroque, Classical,
Romantic and/or Modern eras; 10–15
minutes suggested total duration. Piano
accompaniment is highly suggested for
applicable pieces.

SINGERS: Please demonstrate different
languages.
GUITARISTS: Please submit only solo
music played on an acoustic guitar, no
rock music by a band.
COMPOSERS: Please submit scores in
addition to recordings.
3) Please do not send recordings of
yourself performing in an ensemble,
unless it is absolutely clear which per-
former you are. (For example, the only
violinist in a trio or the horn player in a
woodwind quintet.)
4) Recordings should be clearly labeled
with the following information: (a) your
name and address, (b) your instrument/
voice, (c) titles of selections in order of
performance, and (d) recording dates.
For any questions concerning the appli-
cation recording, please contact the
Department of Music: music@wfu.edu
or 336.758.5364.

Theatre

Applicants in the area of theatre may
submit an application in performance,
design/technical production or stage
management/directing. If an applicant
desires to be considered for overall work
in theatre, please include information
from each of the following areas as
appropriate.
PERFORMANCE: Applicants in performance
should submit two identical DVDs or VHS

videotapes showing two memorized con-
trasting monologues. Applicants should
introduce themselves and their selec-
tions at the beginning of the videotape.
Monologues should contrast in tone
(one serious, one comic) and character
type. One selection may be a three-
minute scene, providing that the appli-
cant’s part is substantial and the appli-
cant is clearly identifiable, visible and
audible throughout. The two audition
pieces, excluding introduction, should
not exceed five minutes total. Perfor-
mance excerpts, i.e. from commercials or
high school plays, do not show the can-
didate to advantage and should not be
submitted.
DESIGN/TECHNICAL PRODUCTION:

Applicants in the areas of theatre pro-
duction and design should submit a
portfolio representative of their work.
This could be in the form of photo-

graphs, sketches, paintings, floor plans,
light plots, sound plots and/or cue sheets
arranged in a notebook or on CD as a
Power Point presentation. Do not send
originals as the portfolios may not be
returned. Each submission should be
identified by the applicant’s name, title of
the production, dates of the production
and purpose for inclusion in the portfo-
lio. Portfolios should be limited to a few
representative productions. Applicants
must also include a statement describing
and explaining their involvement in the-
atre production or design.
STAGE MANAGEMENT/DIRECTING:

Applicants primarily interested in stage
management or directing should submit
a portfolio containing samples represen-
tative of their work in script analysis,
character notes, blocking notations, cue
scripts or other materials they feel
appropriate. This may include evalua-
tions of your work. These may be pre-
sented in notebook or in electronic form.
In addition, you should include a state-
ment describing the samples and
explaining their significance.

Writing for Publication

SUBMIT TWO IDENTICAL PORTFOLIOS.

Applicants may submit works of prose,
poetry or journalism. Applicants must
submit a portfolio containing six samples
of their work. However, applicants are
requested to ensure that only the
excerpts relevant to their selections are
submitted, not entire magazines or
newspapers containing their work.
Furthermore, if applicants are submitting
works in more than one category, they
should indicate which category they feel
is their stronger or strongest.



A. Area of Achievement for which you are applying
(Music applicants, please specify instrument)

Full Name: Prefer to be called:

Social Security number:

Home address:

City, State, Zip:

Home telephone ( ) E-mail address:

Mailing address (if different from above):

City, State, Zip:

High school/Secondary school:

Grade point average:                Class rank:               of                 SAT (Highest score):               V               M

Who will complete the scholarship recommendation?

Name and title: Telephone: (              )

B. Please list your principal extracurricular and community activities during the last three years, including summers, in
order of their interest to you.

Activity Participation Date Approx. Hours/Week Position Held

Wake Forest University
Presidential Scholarship for Distinguished Achievement Application



C. Short Essays: The following questions should be answered on separate sheets of paper that are clearly marked with
your name and Social Security number.

1. Please describe the special talent or ability which qualifies you for participation in the Presidential Scholarship program; feel
free to include information on any honors or awards you have received in relation to this talent. Discuss a significant experience
you have had or something you have read which influenced the development of your talent.

2. Why do you wish to attend a liberal arts university? What do you expect to gain from four years at Wake Forest, and what,
in turn, could you contribute to the University in regards to your area of talent?

D. Please describe in the space provided the portfolio, videotape, DVD, CD or audio cassette tape you are submitting to
demonstrate your talent or ability. Please note that an original and one copy are required.Videotape, audio cassette and compact
disc recordings should be of the highest quality; however, professional quality recordings are not necessary.VHS format is required
for all videotape recordings. Materials submitted with the Presidential Scholarship application are not returned to the applicant.

By signing this application I affirm, consistent with the Honor System of Wake Forest, that this work is my own. My signature
below indicates that all information contained in my application is complete, factually correct and honestly presented.

Signature: Date:



Applicant’s name: 

Home address:

City, State, Zip:

Area of achievement for which you are applying:

To the applicant: Please complete the above and sign one of the statements in the box below.

Under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (Buckley Amendment), which gives students the right to inspect

and review their education records, students may waive their right to see specific confidential statements and letters of rec-

ommendation. In the belief that applicants, and the persons from whom they request evaluations, may wish to preserve the

confidentiality of those evaluations, we are giving you the opportunity to sign one of the following statements.

I waive my right to examine this letter.

I do not waive my right to examine this letter.

The Presidential Scholarship Program honors students who have distinguished themselves by developing a particular talent,

ability or interest. This form is to be completed by an instructor, teacher or leader knowledgeable about the applicant’s talent,

ability and achievements. Through the questions below, please use your expertise to assess the candidate’s qualification for this

scholarship. Please print in black ink or type. This form may be completed on additional attached pages clearly labeled with the

applicant’s name.

1. In what capacity have you known the candidate and for how long?

2. Please give your assessment of the applicant’s talent in the area of achievement listed above.

3. In what ways would the candidate have a positive impact on the Wake Forest community, in both academic and extracurricular

pursuits?

Please continue on reverse side.

Wake Forest University
Presidential Scholarship for Distinguished Achievement Recommendation



Recommender’s name:              Title: 

Recommender’s signature: Date: 

Mailing address:

City, State, Zip: 

Day Telephone: (              )

E-mail address: 

This form must be postmarked by December 1 and submitted in duplicate to: The Presidential Scholarship Committee

Office of Merit-Based Scholarships

Wake Forest University

P.O. Box 7305

Winston-Salem, NC 27109-7305

Wake Forest University
Presidential Scholarship for Distinguished Achievement Recommendation
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