December 19, 2005
Dr. Gordon Melson

Dean of the Graduate School

I am writing to ask for financial support via the Alumni Student Travel Award Program for the purpose of presenting two posters at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology conference, due to be held in Palm Springs, California from January 25 to January 29, 2005.  The first poster “Title 1” has been accepted at the Personality Pre-Conference.  The second poster “Title 2” is due to be presented at the main conference.

The opportunity to present both pieces of work will allow me to gain experience presenting academic research professionally and at a premier psychology conference.  Additionally, I will be able to learn about the most current research in Social and Personality Psychology (a field in which I am planning to pursue my Ph.D) and begin to establish professional ties with other researchers.  
The anticipated cost of the conference given conference registration, flights, hotels, meals and additional transportation is approximately $800.  The flight from Durham, North Carolina  to Palm Springs, California, for instance, is $300.  Additionally, conference registration is $160 and hotel accomodation is $160 for four nights.  The cost of meals and additional transportation is not yet known at this time.
I would be grateful for any funds that might be available to me via the Alumni Student Travel Award Program.
Thank you,
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